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The Best of 
RECENT FICTION 


Late Have I Loved Thee 
by Ethel Mannin.................... $3.00 


A novel of spiritual regene- 
ration, it is both a moving 
story and a profound affir- 
mation of faith. 


Old Beauty by Willa Cather.. $2.50 


Three heart-warming sto- 
ries by a superb stylist. 


The Meek Shall Inherit 
by Zofia Kossak.................0 $3.00 


Poland in the 17th century 
and a rich man in search of 
his soul. 


Dinner at Antoine’s by 
Frances Parkinson Keyes.... $3.00 


A novel certering about the 
famous New Orleans eating 
place. 


The Heart of the Matter 
by Graham Greene................ $3.00 


The controversial Catholic 
novel of the year. 


The Three Brothers 
by Michael McLaverty ........ $3.00 
Lilting prose, delightful 


humor, and an _ inspiring 
view of life. 


The Thomas More Book Shop 
220 W. Madison, Chicago 6 


The Deer Cry 


by William G. Schofield...... $3.00 


A charming novel of St. 
Patrick which has received 
uniformly favorable re- 
views. 


Scott King’s Modern Europe 


by Evelyn Waugh.................. $2.00 


A “light tale” about a 
slightly bold and slightly 
corpulent classical scholar 
plunged into the nightmare 
of totalitarian hospitality. 


A Clouded Star 


by Anne Parrish.................... $2.75 


A beautifully told story of 
a great woman — Harriet 
Tubman and her fight for 
the freedom of her people. 


All Hallows’ Eve 


by Charles Williams ............ $2.75 


The story of a man and 
woman whose love was so 
great that it could bridge 
the gap of death. 
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Special 
Pre. Publication 


... Offer... 


The Teaching of the 
Catholic Church 











Newly edited and revised by 
Canon George D. Smith 
Originally published in 35 


volumes, this famous Treas- 
ury of Faith Series is now 


complete survey of the Catho- 
lic Faith in non-technical lan- 
guage — a real encyclopedia 
of doctrine. Knox, Goodier, 
Martindale and D’Arcy are 
among the contributors. 


$12.50 for 2 volumes 


SPECIAL! 
If ordered before publication 
(Feb. 22) only $10.00 


Thomas More Book Shop 


220 West Madison Street 
Chicago 6, Illinois 
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The moral, intellectual, and emotional state of the 
nation is fairly well reflected by the best-selling books 
of 1948. 

On the positive side, there were certain obvious 
gains. Cynicism toward the values of the past was 
less evident among numerous influential writers and 
reviewers in the secular field. The trend toward secu- 
. | larism continued, but its definite threat to the founda- 
« & tions of our civilization became more readily discern- 
ible. Even secularists themselves occasionally ex- 
», § pressed alarm. The output of good biographies, spirit- 
_ Bal titles and enlightening personal records was suf- 
i @ jcient to supply the average reader with substantial 
- @ intellectual and inspirational fare. Many more Cath- 
dic books than usual were reviewed in the daily 
press, and those deserving praise were in nearly all 
cases treated with respect. 

On the other hand, and possibly to a greater extent 
thn in previous years, many of the books most 
needed by our confused and worried country were 
obscured by titles of low-grade content. In stock mar- 
ket parlance, we hit no new highs but did establish 
ww lows. Analyzing the lists of “best” books recom- 
mended by numerous “experts” of the daily press is 
rather depressing when one stops to consider the un- 
deniable crisis existing in the field of social relations. 
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Reason vs. Emotion 


Some people go to the theatre to enjoy a play emo- 
tionally, others to analyze it intellectually. Since it 
ismuch the same with books, divergence of opinion 
may be expected between the choice of critics and 
that of the average reader. 
| | The average reader is not, of course, the average 
| gerson. The average American does not read books. 
Those who do read are, therefore, confronted with a 
much greater responsibility.as to the future than most 
1! Bofthem realize. 





Merton’s Success 


The sensational seller in the Catholic field is 
Thomas Merton’s The Seven Storey Mountain (Har- 
tourt, $3.00). How many of its sales were due to such 
wublicity as the two separate write-ups in “Time” 
. | @™gazine is unknown, but undoubtedly the notices 
teelved outside of Catholic organs strongly affected 
ales to Catholics. The book’s own merit, of course, 
vas enough to carry it along once it got started. 
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Sales Comparisons 


By way of comparison, sales of the Merton book, 
«cording to latest reports, are not yet beyond 80,000 
n |g es, whereas The Golden Hawk by Frank Yerby 
(important and distasteful) is reported as having 
wld more than 1,000,000. 


“Fraud on the Hungry 


) Heart a Major Industry” 
0 a pronounced extent, public choice was influ- 
by yearnings for mental tranquillity and spirit- 
ul help. Peace of Mind, for example, by Joshua L. 
a! §iebman, continued high on the lists throughout the 
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year. Rabbi Liebman contradicts the doctrine of ori- 
ginal sin, the necessity of being sorry for sin or of 
doing penance, and would substitute psychiatry of a 
sort for religion. Undoubtedly, the title of the book 
had a lot to do with its heavy sales. 

(Some newspapers have carried a story that Msgr. 
Sheen’s forthcoming book will be a Catholic answer 
to Peace of Mind, and that it will be titled Peace of 
Soul, although the latter is not yet decided.) 

Immediately on publication, Dale Carnegie’s How 
To Stop Worrying and Start Living sold in large 
numbers. His formula: Tell them what they like to 
hear. 


Judging the “Experts” 
By What They Praise 


In influencing the people’s buying and reading, the 
secular periodicals were as usual the dominating fac- 
tor. Pre-holiday publication of lists of recommended 
titles supplied the buying guide for the majority of 
those who buy books only for gifts. To compile these 
lists, editors polled other editors, book editors can- 
vassed their reviewers, special book sections featured 
the resulting recommendations; and, as usual, most 
people bought on hearsay. 

A valuable by-product of the “best” book lists is 
the light they shed on the dependability of much- 
publicized reviewers. Sectionalism and favoritism 
were in evidence. Press-agents were not slow in utiliz- 
ing the encomia of what I would call the pet-agents— 
those who, willy nilly, are determined to boost their 
adopted pets to places in the sun. 


Examination of some forty lists from secular 
sources revealed but one title by a well-known Cath- 
olic author—the controversial Heart of the Matter, 
by Graham Greene, the spring-board for any number 
of arguments, and the vehicle by which numerous 
reviewers rode to public notice. 


Technique vs. Substance 


That the chief interest of professionals should be in 
craftsmanship is quite natural, and neither is it to be 
criticized, but in a certain sense it does contribute to 
our present unfortunate national plight. 

The average reader does not care to spend much 
time or effort on techniques. This does not mean 
that technique is unimportant. It is important, but 
most readers are just not interested in going into 
details, and what only a few people read has little 
value for the great majority. 

Style in writing does make a book somewhat more 
than clothes make a man, but when such titles as 
Raintree County. The Plague, and The Naked and 
the Dead are recommended without qualifications as 
the best books of the year, it would seem to-me that 
the reviewers making such recommendations are 
neither dependable nor reliable guides for most of 
the readers to whom their writings are supposedly 
directed. 

Without in any way undervaluating the importance 
of style, it is undeniable that substance is incompar- 
ably more important. The message of Vision of 
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Fatima ($2.50), even had it been conveyed awkwardly 
in bungling language, is beyond comparison with any 
best-selling title on any expert list reported in the 
daily press. 

Again, You Can Change the World is not scintil- 
lating, nor is its costuming overpowering. Its value 
is in its challenge to a world that is awakening but 
slowly to the necessity of being bothered about mat- 
ters that are really important. Man, “great, miser- 
able man,” is the only animal that neglects essentials 
to concentrate on problems that have no practical 
urgency. 


High, Low, and the “Jack” 


It is of interest to note that the majority of fiction 
(or near fiction) titles on the secular lists of best 
books were generally discountenanced by Catholic 
reviewers of competence. 

The Plague, for example, by Albert Camus — a 
reflection in the form of a novel of the “philosophy 
of despair” exemplified in Existentialism, a sort of 
re-creation of pre-Christian philosophy publicized 
through the plays of Jean-Paul Sartre, whose works 
have been placed on the Index. (The City of Chicago 
has refused to allow a Sartre play to be staged here.) 

The Naked and the Dead, by “Wallaceite” Norman 
Mailer excels only in false philosophy and brutal 
naturalism. Lack of restraint, it seems, is a merchant- 
able commodity. (See comment on Orville Prescott’s 
“defense.”’) 

Sales of The Big Fisherman, by Lloyd Douglas, 
mounted immediately because of its predecessor, The 
Robe, a story so beautiful, so I was told by a former 
diocesan news editor, that she took the book into a 
church to read — but which according to another 
editor appeals to “dehydrated Catholics” only because 
of its watered-down Christianity. The Robe, in his 
opinion, should be under prohibition by Canon Law. 
Many of its heresies are repeated in The Big Fisher- 
man, wherein St. Peter is represented as the one who 
tried to found the Church. 

The unfortunate Raintree County is not mentioned 
by the twelve experts of the New York Times, but 
unexplainably appears on lists by August Derleth, 
Kelsey Guilfoyl, Vincent Starrett, and Walter Havig- 
hurst in The Chicago Tribune. 

Catalina, by Somerset Maugham, deserves even 
greater obloquy. Giving the impression of being his- 
torical, it is a malicious travesty filled with 
sophistry and almost certainly intended to discredit 
Christianity. 


Kinsey’s Exhibitionists 

Stupidly accepting the implication that only poll- 
sters interpret correctly the true voice of God, large 
segments of the populace demonstrated their gulli- 
bility and pathetic anxiety to be deceived by ap- 
plauding the KINSEY REPORT of masculine mis- 
behavior. Reports on the report, and polls of the 
pollsters grew temporarily to the proportions of big 
business. 

Following the November election there was a 
noticeable decline in confidence in pollster infalli- 
bility. Thinking people, long before, had discounted 


the Kinsey exhibitionists. 
* * * * 
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Of all fiction titles chosen by the country’s mog 
prominent reviewers the most consistent choice, anf: 
the most deserving is Cry, the Beloved Country, by 
Alan Paton ($3.00). Simple and direct, the ragj 
problem is felt rather than explained. 


Personal Records 


Eagerly awaited, and immediately successful wer 
The Gathering Storm, Memoirs of Winston Churchij 
(Vol. I., $5.00), and Crusade in Europe ($5.00) by Ge, 
Eisenhower. 

The latter book answered temporarily one debaty 
post-war question. Gen. Eisenhower says that he 
alone made the decision not to take Berlin — solely 
for military reasons, and to the complete exclusio 
of political considerations — which I think time yi 
prove to have been one of history’s great blunders, 


Minds Formed 
Or Deformed? 


In the inter-related fields of politics, economics ani 
social relations progress was noticeable, yet highly 
inadequate. These subjects received dangerously les 
attention than they deserve, and whether minds ar 
being formed or deformed by the unfortunate rabble 
rousing of some of our writers is debatable. 

Too much current writing on these subjects is rant- 
ing. Sincere men of opposing opinions believe tha 
any solution except their own will demoralize ow 
economy and make chaos inevitable, and there is: 
woeful lack of writers able or willing to analyze ou 
problems lucidly and dispassionately. Few of then 
seem to realize that we are a nation of sixth-grade 
reading skill. 


Roosevelt Wins! 


Republican farmers voting for economic advat- 
tages through government hand-outs (together with 
stay-at-home voters), may have won an election fa 
Harry S. Truman, but the cash register free-for-dl 
went to Franklin D. Roosevelt in a walk. No othe 
figure has achieved an equal distinction — six bes-™ 
sellers in a year. 

Of the six, Jim Farley’s Story ($3.50) was savagely 
attacked, but became more respected as time Ut 
folded other secrets. Roosevelt and the Coming i’ 
the War, by historian Beard, likewise struck spatks 
The Roosevelt Myth by John T. Flynn, devastating 
and vitriolic, surprised the uninformed but lost face 
through its extremes. White House Diary achieve 
passing interest, but Roosevelt and Hopkins (Harpe! 
$6.00) proved an eye-opener on many phases for thos 
who had been so occupied during the war as to mis 
the significance even of happenings that had become 
public. 

Whether the forthcoming volume of Roosevelt le 
ters becomes another best-seller remains as yet to 
seen. 


The Battle Line of ‘49 


It becomes increasingly clear that if the world 3 
to be saved, America must do the job. We must beg! 
in our own blocks. We must go to work or pe 
through our own apathy. We must get down "ih 
simple things; one of our greatest needs is a 


Booxs on 18! 





clay 


nos f ynderstanding of the economic problems now loom- 
ani ing so darkly. 1949 will be a year of strenuous social 
» by Band political controversies in comparison with which 
acial f jiterary arguments are mere zephyrs. If book readers 
jon't give these matters attention, they will be de- 
tided on the mental level of those who don’t read. 


were Start Now — — 
chil Form Study Groups 


Get One of the most useful of recent books is Catholic 
Social Action, by Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S. (Bruce, 
ated 350). An introductory manual, it is down to earth, 
he imple, practical, and indispensable. 
ely For more advanced study, and harder work, Forty 
SiO B years After, by Rev. Raymond J. Miller ($3.75) is an 
wil attempt to solve the toughest problem of all; namely, 
how to apply the teachings of the Papal Encyclicals 
Rerum Novarum and Quadragesimo Anno to every- 
iay affairs. Father Miller spent 15 years on this task. 
He has amassed a colossal amount of information. 
;ani™ Up to this time, I have seen but one paragraph (a 
ighly #@ mere announcement) about this book in any Catholic 
les periodical, perhaps because of the sales policies of 
s are tis publisher. 
bble# “The Pope,” says Father Miller, “did not issue his 
gcial teaching as a set of platitudes to be stored 
rant-Bavay in the archives, but precisely to be applied to 
thaffatual problems and situations in the modern 
> our world.” 


-1S’@ Although in my opinion the author attaches too 
€ OE much importance to statements of politically ap- 
ther pinted committees, this book is a contribution. It 
grateB would be a greater contribution if those on both 
sides of the fence could be persuaded to sit down 
gether and thrash out its arguments. There would 
sparks as from an emery wheel. 


* * * 26 













Near the other end of the scale as regards religious 
notivation, Henry Simons, in his Economic Policy 
ft a Free Society, (U. of Chicago, $3.75), argues for 
«onomic reconstruction to be achieved through faith 
in liberty. Probably more extreme in his own type 
iidemands than are union leaders, he believes labor 
e wg nopoly could become a problem democracy could 
| wt solve without destroying itself in the process. He 
sagainst “private corporate empires” just as much 
s “labor monopolies,” the common function of both 
king to exploit consumers, and has no faith in our 
iesent form of unionism, which, he says, serves only 
§ make high wages higher and low wages lower. 

* * * * 


Ordeal By Planning, by John Jewkes (Macmillan, 
815), is a follow-up on the predictions of Friedrich 
layek’s Road to Serfdom as applied to England — 
tobe mith labor conscription, violations of freedom from 
O™Betch and seizure, expropriation, contempt for and 
‘sion of laws, etc., coming to pass much sooner 
was predicted. 
[the author is a Manchester University professor 
orld SM" political economy. 
| beg" All who are interested in labor should read (and 
pers’@Nlit from) Primer on the Taft-Hartley Law — a 
wn "Pal analysis, by Rev. George A. Kelly, $1.00, the 
pew *st book on the subject. 
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Practical and legal as well as moral angles are 
treated. The writing is simple and clear. 

Informative also is The New Labor Laws, 50c, by 
Charles Anrod of Loyola University, Chicago, and 
Benjamin L. Masse, S.J. The law will undoubtedly 
be changed, but since federal regulation of trade 
unions is vital, and the changes will be hotly debated. 
it is highly essential that people should be reading 
what, at least, tries to be factual and neutral. 

* * * * 


The Taft-Hartley Act will be attacked vigorously. 
To revise it wisely will be tremendously difficult. 
Making a good law is not simple. By studying Our 
New National Labor Policy by Fred A. Hartley, Jr. 
($2.85) one can learn just how difficult it is to reach 


any prudent agreement. 
* * * * 


The Slogan—" Attack Profits” 


Schemers for state ownership of industry will be 
increasingly vociferous about “scandalous” Corpora- 
tion profits (in some cases true). Their interest is 
not in the workers of any class. If they succeed, the 
inevitable outcome will be the enforcement of many 
practices our unions have always opposed — for 
example, “piece-work” for every worker. 

Can we have “Industry-wide Bargaining” without 
eventual monopoly and regimentation? A pamphlet 
of that title by Leo Wolman, published by the Foun- 
dation for Economic Education, 50c, explores the 
problem, and also explains how national unions have 
become the “most effective cost-and-price-raising in- 
struments of modern times.” 

* ao * * 
It’s Getting 
To Be a Habit 


It would be easy to call 1949 a year of destiny — 
easy, but monotonous. Every year seems to be that 
way. Sanity is saved by short memories. As the next 
crisis rounds the corner, we forget the last. 

Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam should by now have 
taught us that it is easier to make blunders than to 
undo them. 1949 may fool us by showing a greater 
degree of constructive effort than has been expected. 





OTHER GOOD BOOKS 


The Life of Christ. by Guiseppi Ricciotti, (Bruce, 
$7.50) is regarded as the finest contemporary 
biography. 

* * * * 

The Deer Cry, ($3.00) a novel of St. Patrick got off 
to a poor start, but when reviews appeared in The 
Times, Tribune, and other secular and Catholic 
papers, it soon made up for lost time. 

* * * * 

Awake in Heaven, by Fr. Gerald Vann, ($2.50) — 
continues on its calm steady pace, as befitting the 
dignity of a distinguished scholar. 

* * * * 

The non-Catholic translator of The Seven Miracles 
of Gubbio by Raymond Leopold Bruckberger, ($1.50) 
believes that this story of St. Francis and the wolf 
will become a minor classic. No one has disputed the 
claim. 
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Clifton Fadiman and 
Original Sin 

Those who have wondered why 
The Heart of the Matter by Graham 
Greene was written — and the num- 
ber is by no means small — may find 
a partial answer in the report of a 
recent lecture by Clifton Fadiman, a 
highly percipient literary critic, 
Master of Ceremonies on Information 
Please radio program, and a reviewer 
of such skill for the Book-of-the- 
Month Club that he ean persuade 
readers they want a book even while 
telling them how bad it is. 

The importance of Mr. Fadiman’s 
statement was not so much:in what 
he said but because he said it. When 
Catholics say the same thing it doesn’t 
create a ripple. 

Catholics have been talking about 
original sin for centuries without 
first-page headlines, but when the 
sophisticated former critic of The 
New Yorker awoke to its existence 
many will think his discovery was 
original. According to the Cincinnati 
Telegraph-Register, his audience was 
startled. 

Mr. Fadiman is not a Catholic, but 
he gave credit to Catholic authors for 
coming to grips with ‘‘an invisible 
character, who may be described as 
the presence of evil,’’ and for recog- 
nizing this evil as nothing less than 
what it really is — original sin. 

Super - sophisticates like Aldous 
Huxley and H. G. Wells have adopt- 
ed various expedients, such as scien- 
tific or mystical super-fantasies, to 
avoid admitting the existence of this 
unseen sin. The Steinbeck and 
Hemingway schools exalted the brute 
elements. Rousseau’s theory of ‘‘na- 
tural goodness’’ denied the influence 
of original sin altogether. 

The development has been logical. 
First cancel free will, then erase 
moral responsibility, sink degrada- 
tion to the point of degeneracy, add 
a little romance and a trace of his- 
tory, splash the result on a ‘‘broad 
eanvas’’, and 50,000 in advertising 
will make it a modern best seller. 

As opposed to the ‘‘natural good- 
ness’’ theory, certain Protestants be- 
lieved that original sin brought last- 
ing corruption. ‘‘In Adam’s fall, we 
sinned all,’’ — and that there is no 
hope. 

Fadiman, we understand, mention- 
ed only authors Evelyn Waugh and 
Graham Greene, although referring 
to a small group of English writers, 
all of whom had found their way 
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into the Church — and learned to 
understand something of the evil that 
is as yet seareely recognized else- 
where in modern society. 

So, there’s one argument for 
Waugh and Greene. They have im- 
pressed the scintillant Fadiman with 
the sense of original sin. 


The Relationship of 


Science to Philosophy 
The Road to Reason 


Lecomte du Nouy (tr. Mary Lecomte 
du Nouy) LG, $3.50 


Reviewed by John A. O’Brien, 

Ph.D., author, ‘Truths Men Live 

By.’’ 
This book was written seven years 
before Human Destiny but is just 
now being brought to readers in its 
English garb. To the many readers 
of Human Destiny who may have 
been somewhat confused as to the 
author’s thought on certain aspects 
of philosophy and science, the present 
volume will afford considerable light. 
It is no popularization of scientific 
findings but a serious and scholarly 
effort to examine the relationships 
between science and philosophy and 
to trace out the bearing of scientific 
discoveries upon theistic philosophy. 

Du Nuoy regarded science not as 
an end in itself but as the essential 
instrument for the formulation of 
those problems that gnaw at the heart 
of every conscious being: the sig- 
nificance and goal of human exis- 
tenee. Both man’s place in nature 
and his understanding of this place 
have been modified by the develop- 
ments in natural science to an enor- 
mous degree. The author recognizes 
the profound impact of science, and 
of scientific modes of thought even 
more than of scientific fact, upon 
the concepts and thinking of contem- 
porary man. 

The book is an expression of the 
evolving ideas of the author, who 
looked with reverent eyes upon the 
marvels of the inanimate and especi- 
ally the human life. The volume is 
highly technical, involves consider- 
able mathematics and physical laws 
and requires training in both philos- 
ophy and science to follow it intel- 
ligently. 

While the Catholic will part com- 
pany here and there with the author 
in some of his metaphysical and 
epistemological theories, he will not 
fail to recognize a mind profoundly 
honest and reverent, searching for 
the philosophical implications of the 
new findings of science in both the 






























inanimate and the animate wor, 
The reader will find in this Volt 
many of the philosophical leaning 
and threads of thought that lead p, 
Nouy, shortly before his death, bag 
to the Chureh in which he was boy, 
and from whose kindly hands } 
received the last sacraments. 

We are indebted to his widow fy 
a clear and readable translation ¢ 
a scholarly and technical work thy 
will prove tough going for ey 
graduate students and _ profession 
philosophers but will be worth th 
effort. 


The Perennial Puzzle 


Four Views of Time in 
Ancient Philosophy 
John F. Callahan Harvard, $3,i/ 


Reviewed by Beatrice H. Zedler, 
Ph.D., Marquette University. 
‘What is time? If no one asks me” 
says St. Augustine, ‘‘I know what i 
is; if I try to explain it, I dom 
know.’’ But he does try to explain i 
in Book XI of his Confessions, His 
answer and the answer of Plato i 

the Timaeus, of Aristotle in tk 

Physics, and of Plotinus in the Eng, 
neads comprise the subject matter 
this book. 

Through a close analysis of tex 
the author shows that time is treatel 
metaphorically by Plato as the mor 
ing image of eternity; physically }y 
Aristotle as the measure of motion; 
metaphysically by Plotinus as tk 
produetive life of Soul; and psych 
logically by St. Augustine as a di 
tention of man’s soul. Each deserp 
tion of time is related to the philow 
pher’s view of reality as a whole ail 
to his philosophical method. 

‘‘What, then, is time?’’ the reatet 
may ask. ‘‘How shall we evalutt 
these four views in terms of the 
success in explaining time?’’ Suché 
task is beyond the scope of this bo 
for it would involve making a jué 
ment on the whole philosophical 
text within which each discussion "%, 
time appears. As a strictly histone 
study, Four Views limits itself to 
detailed exposition of each theol 
and to a careful comparison and 
trast of each view with the oth 
three. 

Four Views presupposes 
philosophical background on the pa 
of the reader. Its interest for? 
scholar consists primarily in Its @ 
analysis of texts and in its critics 
of the interpretations of such 
mentators as A. E. Taylor, 
Ross, and J. Guitton. 
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iu The Title is “You Can” 


me Not “You Will” 
Di The Editor of The Commonweal 


veh kes a rather dim view of Father 
wn Keller’s Christopher movement. 

i Americans, he says, ‘‘have no con- 
giousness of history, and a little 
jeveloped sense of abiding values.’’ 
He wonders if ‘‘these are not the real 
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that M gistacles to our Christianization, 
ven M rather than the diabolical propaganda 
oul of a few men’’ — with which we 
the Mf ite fully agree. 
Editor Skillin guesses that a few 
(hristophers at work in, say, the 
» Blime-Life organization would effect 
’ Bw basic change. Again we agree, but, 
atleast, it would be ‘‘one ecandle’’. 
Red-baiting, he says, ‘‘has absorbed 
$0» much of Catholic energy in the 
er, 25 years — and resulted in so 
Bittle. .’’ and he could have added 
me, B\AM. baiting, ‘‘management’’ bait- 
hat iil ing ete. But even though Chris- 
0 008 tophers rush out ‘‘with little in their 
al 'B hands’? how ean blunders be cor- 
. HMM ected unless we have a few, at least, 
to NE villing to do something about them. 
1 th lot of this amateurish baiting con- 
¢ Evi inues because so few read it outside 
ter Ol if press-rooms. 
[ think Editor Skillin is too pessi- 
pose ustic. There is hope for improve- 






nent but it will not eome without 
‘B practice, 
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Peter Michaels, co-editor of In- 
lgnty Magazine, finds Father Kel- 
t's You Can Change the World 
uive, pedestrian, prejudiced, and 
uperficial. His ‘‘knowledge of the 
fields he recommends his Christophers 
sing into does not come from experi- 
tee, much less from wisdom’’. He is 
without any real understanding of 
that goes on. In publishing he is 
jatticularly ‘naive’’. He ‘‘has been 
tken in’’ by the pious chatter at 
‘xpensive lunches with well-heeled 
"teeutives,’’ does not define ‘‘good’’, 
iver mentions Freud by name and 
only one enemy : communism. Ete. 
* * * 


The opinion of Rev. Wm. J. OBrien, 
MD, §.T.D., D.D., pastor of St. 
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the pug ‘Tancis Xavier parish, La Grange, 
for # is, is somewhat different. We 
its clo Mote from his statement in his parish 
riticisoglletin : 






“ . . . 

-.. It is literature, not because of 
‘tticky style, which it scorns in its 
utlve consciousness of power, but 


ch . 


j 






Tarvary, 1949 





because it reveals to a Christianity 
whose greatest blight is a sheer lack 
of courage in its eonvictions THE 
UNSTIRRED POTENTIALITIES 
OF AMERICAN CATHOLIC 
LIFE.”’ 


Following an announcement, 62 
copies were sold in the church 


vestibule. 
* * * 


For Students of 
World Affairs 


European Ideologies 
ed. Feliks Gross Phil. Lib., $12.00 


Reviewed by Dr. Eva J. Ross, 
book review editor of ‘‘ American 
Catholic Sociological Review, au- 
thor, ‘‘ Fundamental Sociology,’’ 
‘‘Sociology and Social Prob- 
lems,’’ ete. 


This bulky volume, with its two-page 
introduction by Professor Robert M. 
Maclver of Columbia University, and 
its 25 chapters, each by a different 
author, is directed to the American 
student of world affairs. Both the edi- 
tor and Prof. MacIver point to the 
fact that ‘‘Europe is the breeding 
ground of the economic and political 
ideologies of the whole world, and not 
the least of those that have most hold 
in this ecountry.”’ 


The work is necessarily uneven, in 
view of the many different writers 
who have contributed to it. Some au- 
thors are more biased in _ their 
thought, or more doctrinaire in ex- 
pression than others. 


There are chapters on communism, 
socialism, trade unionism (though the 
Christian Trade Union International 
is omitted from this short chapter), 
liberalism, nationalism, zionism, anti- 
semitism, fascism, nazism, panslavism, 
European federalism, agrarianism, 
and Catholic political thought (the 
latter chapter by Alfredo Mendi- 
zabal). 


As the editor points out, the chap- 
ter by Mendizabal is somewhat con- 
tradicted by Borghese’s chapter on 
Fascism. This is because Borghese 
(p. 686) has made the oft-repeated 
mistake of interpreting propositions 
which are listed in the Syllabus of 
Errors in 1864 independently of 
their context in the original papal 
documents from which they were 
drawn. 

The ‘‘progress,’’ ‘‘liberalism,’’ and 
‘‘the modern state’? mentioned in 
Proposition 80, and as understood in 
1864 by many adversaries of the 


Church, signified the complete abdi- 
cation by the Catholic Church and its 
head of their divine mission and 
could not but provoke a condemna- 
tion if the Church possessed the di- 
vine authority which she claims. 

There are other statements to 
which Catholics will take exception, 
but this fact does not detract from 
the interest of the book for the edu- 
cated Catholic, for it will help the 
attentive reader to understand not 
only the ideologies that have formed 
events in Europe, but also many of 
the forces which confront us in 
America today. 





Unusual Novel of 


Two Worlds 


All Hallows’ Eve 
Charles Williams P &C, $2.75 


Reviewed by Rev. Leo A. Pursley, 
Ft. Wayne. 


The enthusiastic praise of such a 
capable critic as Mr. T. S. Eliot in 
his long and careful introduction to 
the first American edition of this un- 
usual novel might well intimidate the 
non-professional reviewer who finds 
less compelling reason for the euthu- 
siasm and the praise. 


Certainly this novel is different 
from most others even in its own 
restricted class. The closing sentence 
of the first chapter (page 22) 
initiates the reader into the kind of 
reading experience he is in for: 
‘‘The two dead girls went together 
slowly out of the Park.’’ So, we have 
here a story that shuttles back and 
forth between two worlds, the ma- 
terial and the spiritual, weaving 
strange pictures of the dead mingling 
with the living, of magical forces 
creating endoplasmic forms of being, 
of eryptic messages delivered in the 
most casual language. All somewhat 
confusing and, to me, not very inter- 
esting. 

But the novel is distinguished by 
one important fact: It is no ordin- 
ary witches’ brew. The author (now 
dead himself and better informed) is 
no mere dabbler in diabolism, no 
cheap exponent of the shock-and- 
shudder school of morbid psychology, 
oceultism, necromancy and general 
spookiness. On the contrary, he ts 
seriously concerned with the real con- 
flict between Good and Evil im the 
deeper metaphysical sense; and he 
presents the forces so engaged with 
profound insight and with a style ex- 
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pertly adapted to his purpose. With 
no recourse to crude tricks he man- 
ages to sustain an atmosphere of mys- 
tery throughout the book. This, no 
doubt, makes it an achievement. But 
I still like my fiction to be not quite 


so literally out of this world. 
* * * 


Adventure 


The Restless Voyage 

Stanley D. Porteus Prentice, $2.75 

Reviewed by Rev. P. W. Rubbens, 

Saskatchewan. 

This is a tale of (mal) adventures 
and romance. According to the pref- 
ace, it sticks close to the facts found 
in an early-19th century book: by 
Archibald Campbell, who was inspired 
by the Voyages of Captain Cook, and 
himself worked his way around to the 
Sandwich Islands via South-Africa, 
China, Kamschatka and the Aleutians. 
Six years later he found his love 
waiting for him in Scotland, to which 
he returned—minus his feet—by way 
of South-America. 

Well-written experiences such as 
these, even though grim, always pro- 
vide interesting relaxation for idle 
moments. But in spite of Archie’s ill 
fate and ailments, the comparison 
with Job will seem rather inappro- 
priate to those who value the latter’s 
faith and resignation more than his 
sores. 

Towards the end, the book becomes 
more and more a vehicle for incon- 
elusive thoughts about religion. Fur- 
ther, Mr. Porteus regrets that the 
1816 editor of the narrative improved 
its moral tone. ‘‘Piety and female 
refinement having undergone some 
decline,’’ he has no hesitation in 
restoring it ‘‘to its original temper.’’ 

For these reasons and because of 
some upside-down theology in connec- 
tion with Archie’s sin and the Divine 
Providence, the book should be for 
mature readers only. 





Communist Expose 


The Whole of Their Lives 
Benjamin Gitlow Seribner, $3.50 


Reviewed by Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University. 
Well, here’s the story of another 
disillusioned Communist. The list is 
growing rather long. One wonders 
why such an apparently rational man 
as Benjamin Gitlow became a Com- 
munist in the first place. In 1929 he 
became the head of the American 
Communist Party, but was subse- 
quently expelled from it because of 
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defiance of Stalin. Before his fall 
from grace he ran twice on the Com- 
munist ticket for the vice-presidency 
of the United States and visited Mos- 
cow three times on official business. 
He was not a hanger on of the party ; 
he was a policy maker. 

He tells of the disillusionment 
others experienced after an initial 
pleasant contact with Communism, 
but he apparently did not think he 
too would become a victim. He tells 
of the pathetic deaths of American 
Communists, John Reed and Bill 
Haywood in Moscow, in 1920 and 
1927, respectively. Nevertheless Git- 
low and others continued year after 
year their task of strengthening the 
party. Regarding its objective, he 
writes: “‘The job of the Communist 
Party in the United States is to so 
undermine the foundations upon 
which American democracy rests that 
the United States government can be 
overthrown and the country made a 
vassal of the Soviet state.’’ 

Some of the most interesting pages 
are those telling of Stalin’s activity 
at conferences attended by Gitlow. 
Stalin has to date crushed every 
opponent. He tells of the training re- 
ceived by American Communists in 
Lenin University in Moscow. He 
makes clear the complete contempt 
the Communist has for every phase 
of Christian morality. The changing 
policies of American Communists 
during World War II are mercilessly 
pilloried. 

If you think Communism is just a 
political movement, if you wish to 
protect your future, it would be well 
to read this hard hitting book, which 
mentions names, dates, and places. 

* * * 


Current English Mores 


The Hopeful Heart 
Sir Philip Gibbs ZD, $3.50 
Reviewed by Rosemary McCor- 
mick, Toronto writer, 
Sir Philip Gibbs is up to his usual 
high standard in The Hopeful Heart. 
This might be called a novel of ecur- 
rent English mores. Gibbs writes of 
the varied psychological reactions of 
English POW’s to German camp life 
and to peace, of the demoralization of 
women caught up in the unnatural 
web of war, of strained family rela- 
tions in overcrowded homes, of the fa- 
talistic cynicism that has captured the 
minds of too many atomic-age citizens. 
The story concerns Captain Frank 
Allingham, son of Lord Sandham. In 


Oflag 8A, Allingham is a gsouree af 
inspiration to fellow prisoners ag his 
optimistic idealism influences lesg 
highly principled men. Thoughts of 
return to Olive, his wife, shatter ag sh 
writes of her unfaithfulness, On yp. 
turn to England, he finds Sandhan 
to be an impoverished house vf refuge 
for numerous bombed-out, neurotic 
relatives. His sister Gillian, of the 4 
T. 8., has broken from the old stan¢. 
ards; the mother of an illegitimate 
child, she covers her disillusionment 
by brittle brightness. Olive’s refusal 
to return to him is assuaged by his de. 
votion to work. Defeated as Liberal 
candidate in the post-war election 
sweep of Labor, he turns to journal. 
ism to crusade for return to the 
Christian norm. 

Sir Philip’s story dramatizes the 
effects of the general collapse but, 
more important, he explains its cause 
—rejection of true Christian prin. 
ciples—and offers the eure—re-adop- 
tion of the moral code. Lack of reli- 
gion explains a great deal, but more 
emphasis should have been placed on 
the positive need for worship as ex- 
pressed only in formal religion. 

But here is a well-written novel 
with excellent characterization, a sen- 
sitive explanation of why the British 
political upheaval happened; and a 
plea for a just peace. 

* * * 


The Frightening Future 


No Place to Hide 

David Bradley Atlantic - L B, $2.00 

Reviewed by Sister Mary Ellen 

O’Hanlon, O.P., Rosary College; 

author, ‘* Racial Myths.’’ 

This is the diary of a young medical 
doctor who was professionally e- 
gaged in the atomic bomb tests a 
Bikini Lagoon in 1946. As the author 
states, ‘‘This Log is not a military 
document . . . simply the day-to-day 
record of a doctor who found himself 
in the ring with the Bomb and who 
escaped some of its deadly punches.” 
Throughout, the message is one 0 
serious warning and a strong convit 
tion ‘‘that if life as we know it is to 
continue, men must understand and 
deal with the menacing aspects o 
atomic energy.’’ 

Dr. Bradley makes it abundantly 
clear that the biological effects of t 
diation impose such stringent cond: 
tions that all who are disposed t 
look joyfully toward the use of atomle 
energy for peacetime purposes, and 
others who are inclined to minim 
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ijomie warfare, should know the re- 
qits of releasing the greatest cata- 
dysmie force the world has ever 
\nown. 

As the reader follows the Log he is 
jought more and more to a full 
inowledge of what radioactivity can 
rally do, particularly in some of its 
yorst manifestations. After visiting 
a island where American scientists 
iad operated, the author tells of find- 
ing a scribbled note: ‘‘The Manhat- 
tan District was here.’’ This serap 
of information was the only intellig- 
ile explanation of a litter of dis- 
arded equipment—now giving silent 
hut sinister testimony of some ob- 
gure infernal fracas that had 
wrought these ruins—all behind a 
barbed wire fence. 

The author remarks: ‘‘How like 
America, where only the very few 
now what is really going on behind 
the darkness and the barbed wire, or 
what effect it will have upon the liv- 
ing and the unborn.”’ 

This is a must for the intelligent 
citizen. . . 


INFLATION IS COMING! 


large ads in many Catholic peri- 
icals have been featuring a book 
by Ralph Borsodi, Inflation is Com- 
ing! (Greenburg), $1.00. 

Here are some quotations that will 
give our readers an idea as to Mr. 
Borsodi’s thinking. 

Every American owes . . . a duty 
to his family . . . his neighbors . 
lis country . . . humanity, and a 
duty to his God. 

He owes not one single particle of 
duty to those politicians in Wash- 
ington who, in the face of the most 
‘plicit warnings, adopted a com- 
pletely vicious method of financing 
the war... 

On May 27, 1941 . . . America 
was again headed for financial dis- 
ister. . . the disaster was having 
its foundations laid, not by what was 
lappening in Wall Street, but by 
bg was happening in Washing- 
ae 

... World War II was unique... 
between 1931 and 1941 . . . we were 
permitting our federal public officials 
0 spend our way out of the great 
lepression which began in 1929... . 
At the end of that time, the problem 
was still unsolved .. . 

There is no single record in all 
history in which government policy 
and government practice did not 
imitate currency inflation .. . 


PepRuARY, 1949 


The fiscal policy of the administra- 
tion of Presidents Harding, Coolidge 
and Hoover . . . was bad enough. 
But while it bankrupted the various 
enterprises of the peop'e of the na- 
tion by encouraging speculation from 
1919 to 1929, it did not involve the 
solveney of the national government 
itself. 


But the fiseal policy of the New 
Deal is infinitely worse . . . it will 
end, not only in bankrupting people 
generally, but in bankrupting the 
national government itself .. . 

(a) The fiscal collapse of our na- 
tional government is now inevitable 
and inescapable. 

(b) This fiseal collapse will ulti- 
mately take the form of currency in- 
flation . . 


Go to the Land 

In 1945, Mr. Borsodi added further 
chapters on what to do. It would 
be unwise to try to summarize his 
ideas in a short space. Those inter- 
ested should exercise great discretion 
in attempting to follow his sugges- 
tions. His most pertinent paragraph 
is this: My advice to every family 
in America which is now depending 
for its support upon the money it 
ean earn, is to establish itself just 
as quickly as it can on a homestead 
of its own so that it is able to utilize 
all the labor of the members of the 
family in producing food, clothing, 
shelter and fuel, and anything else 
which they can learn how to make 
for themselves .. . 


Avoid Debt 

Many unscrupulous financial 
authorities have advised people to go 
into debt before inflation; to buy up 
all sorts of real estate* and tangible 
goods on credit, and then pay off 
their obligations later on in depre- 
ciated money. There are two reasons 
why no decent human being should 
deliberately embark upon such a pro- 
gram of profiteering out of the ignor- 
ance of people who can be induced to 
sell their real and tangible property 
on such terms. The first is moral. To 
embark upon such a course is for a 
human being to turn himelf into a 
predatory animal... 
* (The facts are, however, that this is 
just what was done. Even before 
the war’s end there was a frantic 
wave of real estate buying. Rents 
were then doubled and trebled, and 
this extra expense added to the in- 
creased cost of living. Individual 
morality was ignored, Ed.). 

Debt is never a good thing in itself. 
The people of America have been 


grossly mis-educated during the past 
generation about debt. They have 
been taught to buy not only homes 
and productive property by going in- 
to debt, but luxuries like automobiles, 
radios, furniture and even clothing 
on the installment plan. To go into 
debt is justified ordinarily only for 
the purpose of buying productive 
property; for the purpose of acquir- 
ing property which helps to make a 
family independent and secure; for 
the purpose of buying things which 
will save the buyer enough money so 
that he ean repay the debt out of his 
savings . 


* * * 


Banal & Amoral 


The Moving Stairs 

Paul Pickrel Harper, $2.50 

Reviewed by Marion Kerwick. 
This undistinguished first novel con- 
cerns an assortment of small-town 
characters whose actions and speech 
are marked by a banality equalled 
only by radio drama. Maureen Daly’s 
Seventeenth Summer accomplished 
with much more freshness and good 
taste a seemingly similar objective. 

The preoccupations and diversions 
of high school and college people need 
not make dull reading, as admirers of 
Seventeenth Summer will affirm. The 
quality of naivete, in characters young 
or old, may be most appealingly pre- 
sented. But the naivete of Pickrel’s 
characters makes a general impres- 
sion of mediocrity. Page after page 
of their unrelieved small talk becomes 
monotonous. 

Also present as a displeasing factor 
is the author’s tacit avoidance of re- 
proach, his almost airy dismissal of 
Mrs. Fenstron’s immorality. It’s true 
that some speculation does arise over 
moral questions in a Sunday school 
class: the difficulty of knowing right 
from wrong, of interpreting God’s 
will, in connection with the accepta- 
bility of Cain’s sacrifice. But the dis- 
cussion seems so inconclusive, so over- 
shadowed by details concerning the 
teacher’s strange figure and her 
whimsicalities, that a reader gains 
only an impression of frivolity. 

Patty Jean’s reflections also con- 
tribute to the lack of serious moral 
tone. She appears only superficially 
disturbed at learning she is illegiti- 
mate: her mother was living with Ed 
in hotel rooms, and Ed had a wife in 
New York. A kind of ceremony was 
performed, the mother explains. ‘‘ ‘I 
read something out of the back of the 
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hymn book, like I saw a girl do in a 
movie one time. It made me feel like 
it was all right. But Thelma wouldn’t 
ever of divorced him. . . It would of 
been different if I’d ever meant any- 
body any harm. But I didn’t—I al- 
ways just meant to make them happy. 
I admit I wasn’t married to Ed by 
law, but I stuck by him fair and 
square, just like I was. I' didn’t leave 
him; he left me. . . If it bothers you 
any, you better just forget it.’ ’’ 
Patty reflects—Imagine her talking 
about forgetting something like that. 
And we echo—Imagine! 
* * * 


Insinuated I mmorality 


Herself Surprised 


Joyce Cary Harper, $3.00 


Reviewed by J. Byrne, English 
Faculty, Northwestern Univer- 
sity. 
Herself Surprised is a work of little 
significance, relieved only by natural 
vivacity of style. 

The pity is that the author prosti- 
tutes artistry rather than effects a 
work of genuine consequence. Joyce 
Cary has succumbed to a fallacy that 
has ensnared many Irish writers. In 
quest of a liberal non-conformism, 
they have made turpitude natural 
and enticing; at the same time, they 
have made virtue a product of the 
simple and bigoted. 

There is an intimation of moral 
hazard therein that is infinitely more 
challenging than is the positive evil 
of obscenity; in the former, evil is 
made to appear the product of rea- 
son. So, heroine Sara Monday’s con- 
test with virtue, while diverting, is 
poignantly pathetic. 


* * * 


Wholesome Historical Tale 


Trumpet in the City 
Helen Topping Miller Bobbs, $2.75 


This is an interesting historical novel, 
which, contrary to present-day fic- 
tion of this class, is unsullied by im- 
morality and so-called realism. 

The book unfolds a love story 
against the background of the strug- 
gle between the rebel colonists at the 
Tories in Georgia in the year 1775. 
It is packed with suspense and ex- 
citement. Mrs. Miller has a talent for 
putting life in her characters, and 
because she adheres to historical fact, 
the book is accurately informative as 
well as readable. 

—Helen M. Fagan, of 

“‘The Evangelist’’ staff, Albany. 
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Praiseworthy Novel of 


Francis Thompson 
Wreath of Song 

Robert C. Broderick Bruce, $3.00 

Reviewed by Rev. John J. Hooy- 

boer, C.S.C., dean of studies, Univer- 
sity of Portland. 
In a_ fast-moving, absorbing _bio- 
graphical novel, more biography than 
fiction, Robert C. Broderick gives us 
Francis Thompson, miserable as a 
man, exquisite as a poet of the 
Catholic Literary Revival. In vivid 
prose the author shows the depths of 
the poet’s miseries and human weak- 
ness without debasing him, shows his 
innate innocence, deep faith, and 
childlike confidence in God without 
eanonizing him. 

We see Francis timid, not made 
for this world, boldly embracing 
truth and expressing it in the only 
way he knew. We see him the buf- 
feted victim of his day but not the 
slave to its emotion and materialism. 
Unwanted at the seminary, uninter- 
ested in Medicine, clumsy at match- 
vending and blacking London boots, 
he was successful only in singing to 
God. 

There is no danger in a cult of 
Francis Thompson because it is not 
the cult of a man but of an ideal. 
It is an ideal that links the ‘‘little 
way’’ of Therese of Lisieux with the 
mysticism of John of the Cross. The 
eult of Thompson will not die so 
long as books like Wreath of Song 
are written about a man who could 
‘‘oive to words the benediction of 
thought.’’ 


* * * 


Precocious Heroine 


Laughter from Downstairs 
Czenzi Ormonde F S. $2.75 


Reviewed by Maude Acheson. 
There’s no doubt about it: this story 
of a Bohemian family in Puget Sound 
was written more for movie than 
reader enjoyment. 

There seems to be a general lack 
of clarifying detail; the family is not 
distinctly drawn, and the time of the 
story is very vague. Everyone, except 
Grandma, is just atmosphere for 
nine-year-old Lida (heroine), who 
seems to have that dreadful precocity 
of the movie juvenile. 

Lida solves problems that stump 
the grown-ups, and manages to have 
everything turn out correctly. Not 
only does Lida, at times, prove smart- 
er than mamma and papa, but in the 
last chapter she proves even smarter 
than Father Sebastian himself. Father 


Sebastian, by the way, just couldn't 
happen; with his IQ he would neyo 
have ‘‘made’’ the seminary. 

Grandma, who came from the “gj 
country,’’ and whose English contain, 
such exclamations as ‘‘Doody de 
doo’’ and ‘‘Chee Viss,’’ is the only 
genuine, well-drawn, entertaining 
character in the book. She will de. 
light those who have had experi. 
ence with determined, unchangeabj 
parents. 

It’s a clean book, though, ang 
that’s something to be thankful for 


these days. 
* * 


How Did We Live 
Before Knowing This? 


When two wholly independent 
trains of thought, each with an emo. 
tional charge, intersect, the jun. 
tional concept is ‘‘bisociated’’ with 
both trains, which then become one. 

When this happens, the listener’ 
stream of consciousness makes a 
abrupt transfer, the emotional 
charge becomes. separated, and “ex. 
plodes’’ in laughter. 

Illustration: ‘‘This dog,’’ says Mr. 
Weber, ‘‘is worth $500.’’ To which 
Mr. Fields replies, ‘‘ How could a dog 
save that much ?”’ 

Could you feel the associative trains 
of value and thrift intersecting at the 
bisociative junction? 

(See Insight and Outlook by 
Arthur Koestler, $5.00). 


THEY CALL IT 


“KNOWLEDGE” 

‘* |. . Both the advisory group 
and the school authorities, moreover, 
should give up the notion that there 
are any subjects which are verbotei 
to the children of America...” _ 

From a statement signed by Ili 
educators, authors, publishers, aul 
others, protesting the New York High 
School ban against The Nation. 

—Publishers’ Weekly 


AND THEY CALL IT 
“READING” 


‘|. Vigorously and unrelent 
ingly, confident of what is right for 
the country, these invasions of tlt 
right of the people to read, to kno" 
and to discuss without fear of reprisl 
or unemployment, must be chal- 
lenged.’’ 

What they propose to challenge ® 
the appointment of a Censorship 
Committee by the Board of Supe 
visors of the Los Angeles County. 

—Publishers’ Weekly 
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Brilliant but Cold 


Northern Lights 
















































“old Roger Vercel (trans, Katherine Woods) 
= RH, $2.75 
‘ Reviewed by Helen K. Doucette. 
only @ A pook of character rather than of 
nine @ ction, Roger Vercel’s Northern 
de lights presents a Hamletian hero, J ae- 
or ques Fertray, with whose agonizing 
able @ growing pains everyone else in the 
sory has what will seem to the reader 
ang @ mazing patience. — 
for Jacques’ parasitical mother, whose 
iltra-fine heroies never manage to be 
mything else, might be a convicing 
character in a Continental milieu, but 
in America her type went out with 
winolines and artificial swoons. 
dent Jacques’ father’s colleague in polar 
em. axploration, M. Brohal, is a phenom- 
june. C00 of activity, a sort of A urora 
with Brohalis, who never succeeds in melt- 
one. @ tg into something less arctic than an 
ner'’s @ weberg. Brohal’s wife, Suzanne, con- 
; ay @ stitutes the book’s only claim to kin- 
ional @ tip With ‘Madame Bovary’’. Vercel 
ox. succeedes all too well in his first task 
of making her a charming, nearly lov- 
s Mr, & able personality. Therefore, when the 
vhich @ (imax in her degradation of character 
1 dog S reached, it seems more contrived 
than inevitable. The only spirited peo- 
rains @ ple in the book play minor roles: 
it the § Monique, Jacques’ childhood sweet- 
heart, and Marie-Rose, the old Breton 
: py § Servant. 

‘| There is a slight touch of James in 
the correlated thinking between Ver- 
el’s characters. Youth’s traits of in- 
fatuated dotage, procrastination, and 
indecision are handled psychologically 

rou) B but without humor. 
y Gently interpolated is the Brittany 
pote wtting which is permeated with misty 
4 rmmiscences of the King Arthur 
i0 legend. 
bt The entire narrative only prefaces 
‘Fish ral action and is like a drama in 
efi vhich the leading actor never appears 
it all but casts the aureole of his ef- 
lulgence from offstage. The book, like 
ts aptly-chosen namesake, the North- 
m Lights, is brilliant but cold. 
* * * 
lent: 
at for No Soap 
‘> Harlem Story 
bent John Hewlett Prentice, $2.50 
ar i Reviewed by John P. Foley, New 
¢ Orleans 
, ieorgia-born John Hewlett, fascinated 
sei mith the poetry of language and the 
ot. gic of Harlem, plunges wildly into 
up F the problem of the races and, finding 





W plausible solution, comes up sput- 
tring (in the words of his heroine) : 
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.. . let the next generation worry 
now.’’ 

Harlem Story is the apathetic 
account of Flutie, a blonde girl with 
Negro blood, who learns of life and 
racial bigotry in the ‘‘ biggest nigger- 
town on earth’’ and decides to pass 
from Negroid misery to Caucasian 
bliss. Flutie (her father always 
wanted a golden flute) meets Jim, a 
white southern song writer, promptly 
abandons her people, and lives hap- 
pily ever after. 

The story plods wearily through a 
house of prostitution, founders in a 
Harlem restaurant, the Deep Fat 
Chicken Coop, and finally collapses in 
Hell’s Kitchen. The language is 
colorful, but verbose; the dialogue 
tiresome, and the plot devoid of 
action. Flutie is a woman with ‘‘a 
purpose on her mind.’’ If the author 
had one, he fluffed it. 

‘‘Harlem is dynamite,’’ writes Mr. 
Hewlett, but Harlem Story is a dud. 


“Soggy With Sex’”’ 


The Northerner 


Joan Colebrook 


, 





Seribner, $3.50 
Reviewed by Anne Rush Riley. 
If the author was reared in a gutter 
of immorality, she may have ex- 
perienced an irresistible urge to 
paint this sordid picture of what she 
saw and heard and experienced in 
her own environment. If she was 
driven by need of money, her book 
may reward her efforts—it should 
enjoy a large sale among those who 
thirst for obscenity. The mystery to 
this reviewer is that a writer who can 
turn such elever phrases and com- 
mand such fine language to describe 
Australian scenery, will use her pen 
to turn out a story that is soggy with 

Seu. 

Hero is an opportunist whose one 
anchor to sane effort is his love of 
the land and his pride in the develop- 
ment of the dairy country. No one 
of the characters is normal; but each 
is so well defined that interest in 
the outcome of the story holds the 
reader’s attention. There seems no 
code of ethics, no moral standard to 
guide or guard the youngsters. On 
the other hand, the author has done 
a fine job of analyzing the social and 
economic contrasts that breed revolts 
and inspire labor movements. 


If Miss Colebrook’s earlier works 
so completely ignore the existence of 
spiritual and divine forces, she might 
as well have buried her talent in a 
napkin. 


WITH LOVE AND 
REVERENCE 


Colonel Hoynes of Notre Dame 

Thomas A. Lahey, C.S.C. 

Ave Maria, $1.50 

‘*Colonel Hoynes will be remem- 
bered with love and reverence on 
this campus until the last who knew 
him follow him to Eternity,’’ said 
President John Cavanaugh in his 
funeral sermon. Generations of Notre 
Dame students echo the sentiment. 
They revered him for his brillant 
mind and distinguished career, and 
loved him for his human qualities. 
All who knew ‘‘The Colonel’’ even 
by sight will see him marching again 
through this little book. 

Born in Ireland, a descendant of 
Patrick Daniel O’Connell, Colonel 
Hoynes at 15 was one of the youngest 
volunteers in the entire Union Army. 
Honorably discharged because of a 
bullet which furrowed his skull, he 
accepted neither the release nor the 
life-long pension awarded him. In- 
stead, he maneuvered himself into 
another Army division. A kick by a 
mule destroyed the sight of one eye 
but he educated himself, edited sev- 
eral newspapers, and became Dean of 
Law at his Alma Mater. 

Always extremely dignified, and at 
times pompous, the Colonel’s ver- 
bosity was at times devastating. 
Father Lahey quotes numerous ex- 
amples but has omitted one quip that 
is often repeated. On the way to the 
post office for his mail one morning, 
the Colonel was forced to listen to 
a rather extravagant recital by an- 
other professor of his prowess with 
the rod on a recent fishing trip. 
Colonel Hoynes was not impressed. 
‘*Piseatorial pursuits,’’ he retorted, 
‘‘were always conducive to men- 
dacity.”’ 

* * * 


“ETHICAL INFANTS” 


... (Says) General Omar N. Brad- 
ley, Army Chief of Staff... 

‘We have too many men of science ; 
too few men of God. We have grasped 
the mystery of the atom and rejected 
the Sermon on the Mount. 

‘*Man is stumbling blindly through 
a spiritual darkness while toying with 
the precarious secrets of life and 
death. 

‘‘This world has achieved brilliance 
without wisdom, power without con- 
science. 

‘‘Ours is a world of nuclear giants 
and ethieal infants ... ”’ 

—The Monitor 
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New York Times 
Confirms Our Stand 


J. Donald Adams Agrees 
With What We Have 
Been Saying for Years 


One reason for starting BOOKS 
ON TRIAL was to emphasize to read- 
ers that best sellers are not neces- 
sarily best books. 

Our original slogan was: 


BEST SELLER Lists show 
QUANTITY 

BOOKS ON TRIAL—QUALITY. 

We believed then, as we still be- 
lieve, that concentrating on _best- 
sellers fosters the trend to Secular- 
ism. How could it be otherwise if the 
mental diet is to be that of the sec- 
ular world—‘‘ what everybody’s read- 
ing’’? 

Not Even True? 

Later on, we went further. Six 
years ago, or longer, we questioned 
the integrity of lists purporting to 
report ‘‘What America Is Reading.”’ 
We pointed out that the lists came 
first, and the sales afterwards—and 
that the statistics came frequently 
from as few as three dealers in one 
city only, rather than from ‘‘ Amer- 
ica. 

New York Times Catches Up 

It is, therefore, of more than pass- 
ing interest that we quote from J. 
Donald Adams, who directs the New 
York Times Book Section. Writing of 
his distrust of best seller lists as de- 
pendable guides, he says: 

‘*T should consider 1949 a well- 
spent year, so far as this department 
is concerned, if it were able to con- 
tribute something toward further un- 
dermining publie confidence in such 
reports. ...”’ 

‘*. . . readers would do well to re- 
member that booksellers are human, 
and that not a few of them, faced by 
the presence on their counters, and 
under them, of a large number of 
copies of Round the World on One 
Leg which a silver-tongued book 
salesman caused them to order, have 
been known to try stimulating its 
sales by including that laggard title 
in their list of the week’s best-sellers. 
(It is upon their reports that news- 
paper lists are based.) * 

*An early issue of BOOKS ON 
TRIAL carried this definition of best- 
seller lists: 

‘‘Compilations of reports from 
bookstores of titles they are stuck 
with.’’ 

Then, as now, we could point to no 
list demonstrably accurate (and even 
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if the list were accurate, it would be 
a measure only of SALES, not of 
QUALITY. Furthermore, the sale of 
only three copies in a store that sold 
only ten books in a week could put 
that title on the No. 1 spot. 

They Didn’t Ask Us 

‘* . . how,’’ continues Mr. Adams, 
‘‘does it happen that a book like 
Thomas Merton’s The Seven Storey 
Mountain, published in the early fall, 
and of which 70,000 copies have been 
printed to date, did not even appear 
on this newspaper’s list (certainly as 
reliable as any), until Dee. 19?.. .”’ 

—_ it is my conviction that, 
broadly speaking, the lists have a 
harmful effect on the sales of books 
in general (by blocking the chances 
of less publicized books) and exert a 
pernicious influence on the choice of 
books the publie buys, simply because 
they set up a quantitative measure of 
value.’’ 

‘*Quantitative,’’ and ‘‘value,’’ says 
Mr. Adams, where eight years ago we 
said QUANTITY, and QUALITY! 
The idea is the same. 





“I Dare You to Print This” 


One thing no newspaperman can 
resist is a letter which says ‘‘I dare 
you to print this’’—especially when 
the letter is patently silly. I got 
one like that today, from an indig- 
nant club-woman . . . she dares me 
to print the list of ‘‘fine’’ books her 
club has read and discussed recently. 

| won’t run her entire letter which 
is mostly bombast, but she ends with: 
‘‘T defy you to eriticize our prefer- 
ence for such books as Valley of De- 
cision, The Robe, The Black Rose, 
The Moneyman, Lydia Bailey, any of 
Kenneth Roberts’ books, Arthur 
Train or J. P. Marquand.”’ 

Very well then, I will criticize 
these preferences. Without exception, 
all the books mentioned above are 
second or third rate .. . trivial in 
conception . . . trite in execution. 
Even the soi-disant piety of The Robe 
does not put it into the class of good 
literature; it is slick, shallow and a 
thousand leagues below such excellent 
religious fiction as C. S. Lewis’ The 
Great Divorce and The Screwtape 
Letters. 

Comparisons 

Valley of Decision is only a bare 
grade above the typical Hollywood 
mellerdrama. Lydia Bailey or any of 
Kenneth Roberts’ books are expert 
craftsmanship expended in a waste of 
nonsense. The Moneyman is an olive 
of history served up in a Martini of 


romantic trash. The Black Rose i 
unspeakably common, the sort of book 
that upstairs maids used to read bp. 
tween dustings in the 19th century, 
Arthur Train I have not read. J, p 
Marquand I have, and wish I hadnt 

Sydney J. Harris 

in the Chicago Daily Ney 

At the time the above was writte, 
The Moneyman, as an example, wa 
reported to be selling 1200 copies py 
day. 

When we began publishing Book; 
on Trial—partly as an antidote fy 
Best-Sellers, we were told that the 
average total circulation of Catholic 
novels was not more than about 150 
copies, total! 





‘“‘Renascence”’ 

Believing that ‘‘in the midst of 
very critical times’’ we today ar 
living in that auspicious Second 
Spring heralded by Newman a cer- 
tury ago. The Catholic Renascene 
Society has launched a new literary 
magazine, Renascence, in the hope of 
stimulating appreciation of scholarly 
authors who have been too littl 
known—such as Hopkins, the Mey. 
rells, Patmore, Huysmans, Bloy ani 
Claudel, to mention only a few. 

The Society, now about ten yean 
old, has aimed to promote Catholic 
activity in literature, philosophy, and 
art. 

Renascence will be published twie 
yearly, at $2.00. Address: St. Mary- 
of-the-Woods, Indiana. 

Mr. John Pick, Marquette Unwer. 
sity, is the Editor, and Sister M. Loy- 
ola, S.S.N.D., Mount Mary College, 
Associate; and Clarence R. Wilkin 
son, Managing Editor. Sister i 
Dominie, S.S.N.D., Catholic Univer. 
sity of America, is Chairman of the 
Society. ; 





Communists Harmless? 


There are far more people in tht 
United States who think Communist 
are harmless than there are peopl 
who voted for Truman for presidet! 
—if Pollster Elmo Roper is corrett 
in a recent poll. 

According to this poll, only 1% 
of the people think Communists att 
harmful. 28% think not. And les 
than 28% of those eligible voted fv 
Truman, 

Of approximately 95 million Amer! 
eans eligible to vote nearly 30 mil 
lions are not even registered. Of tho 
registered, nearly 20 millions failed 
vote. sf 


Books on Tait! 
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A Reviewer’s Defense 
of His Recommendations 


The professional secular argument 

swell illustrated by Orville Prescott 
ifthe N. Y. Times, in a statement de- 
nding his recommendation of The 
Yaked and The Dead. The book, he 
wys, 1S ‘‘dramatie, powerful, honest 
and moving. . .”’ 

As to how it could benefit society 
w the individual, he maintains there 
ae two answers — which he ealls 
logical — first, ‘‘a social or individual 
inefit is a hard thing to judge and 
depends on where you are stand- 
ing... Many people feel that a great- 
# knowledge about the true nature 
of our less privileged, less cultivated 
fellow citizens is a step toward sub- 
tantial benefit.’’ 

Second, ‘‘There can be no such 
witerion applied to fiction.’’ 

Note that Mr. Prescott says ‘‘logi- 
al” and ‘‘true’’. But he also ad- 
wits that the author lacks ‘‘taste, 
judgment and maturity,’”’ that his 
characters are ‘‘frighteningly primi- 
tive’, ‘‘generally deplorable’’, ‘‘ not 
a fair cross-section of American life’’ 
ad that he reports obscenity ‘‘to 
wfortunate excess’’. 


In other words an immature author, 
given to excess, depicts ‘‘true’’ na- 
ture, although the characters, and 
presumably the language,are his own 
creation; and this book of obscenities 
ienefits society logically because such 
inefit is ‘‘a hard thing to judge’’. 
The obscenities are ‘‘not attractive’’, 
“don’t matter much after their first 
sock’, and ‘‘no one can be demoral- 
ued... by mere words’’. 

Furthermore, (although Mr. Pres- 
tt reeommended it as one of the 
year’s best books), he says, ‘‘you can 
sop reading on page two, if you are 
wt interested’? — but just how one 
an stop without free will is not 
tivulged. Mr. Prescott limits free 
vill when, speaking of 17-year-old 
urls reading such books, he says they 
ai decide what kind of women they 
ire going to be ‘‘as much as their 
hare of free will allows’’. 





"A good listener is not only popu- 
lt everywhere, but after a while 
le knows something.” 

—Wilson Mizner 


-.. Thank you for Father Vann’s 
wok. [Awake in Heaven]. It is rich 
ind deep and smooth, 
~——(Rev.) Leo A. Pursley, 
Fort Wayne 
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By Eddie Doherty 


Martin 
Eddie Doherty S & W, $2.50 
Reviewed by Bill Belanger, Hunt- 
ington Herald-Advertiser. 
Not often does a book appear that is 
at once good biography, good medita- 
tion, and still good reading. But in 
Martin, Eddie Doherty, with his well- 
known facile style, has managed such 
a mixture—much to the reader’s de- 
light. 


Martin de Porres, Negro Domini- 
can blessed, born in Peru not very 
long after the conquest of the Incas, 
died 270 years ago. His cult is larger 
now than it has ever been, and is 
growing all the time. Fourteen chap- 
ters of the book are devoted to the 
life of this great Negro beatus. 
Accompanying each chapter is a sub- 
chapter with a title from The Sta- 
tions of the Cross. These meditations 
on the Stations, for which Mr. Do- 
herty admits freely that he drew 
upon his imagination, contain some of 
the finest spiritual reading this re- 
viewer has seen since the Imitation 
of Christ. 

Containing a capsule picture of the 
history of the Spanish conquest of 
the New World, the book presents an 
impartial view of the morality of cer- 
tain Catholic conquerers. They broke 
every Commandment except ‘‘Thou 
shalt not have strange gods before 
me.’’ An example of this was Mar- 
tin’s father, Don Juan, who disowned 
his illegitimate son but insisted he be 
raised a Catholic. 

The meditations will bear re-read- 
ing. e.g.: ‘‘It is hard to be rich. 
Men may conquer poverty but few 
can master riches. . . . No man is 
lowly born though he be born in a 
stable. God has no orphans except 
those who will not acknowledge Him.’’ 

Martin is, incidentally, a subtle 
piece of propaganda against race 
prejudice. For this reason if for no 
other, it should be recommended for 
all to read. 





STATE AND CHURCH 


The Notre Dame Lawyer, Vol. 
XXIV, No. 1 has a valuable study 
of Jurist-theologian Parson’s The 
First Freedom, $2.25, written by 
Daniel E. O’Brien, a member of the 
California Bar. 

The First Freedom is a very fine 
exposition of the problem of Church 
and State. 


Germans In Poland 


Charade 
Edita Morris Viking, $2.50 


Reviewed by Anne Cyr. 

‘*War, war, war-war,’’ the spruce 
trees whispered, whispered day and 
night to the straining ears of Lililein, 
14-year-old child of war, in this 
haunting portrait of a somewhat ir- 
responsible German family, refugees 
from the Nazis, who hid ‘‘for the 
duration’’ in an abandoned shooting 
lodge in a dark Polish forest. It is 
through the eyes of Lililein that the 
story is told, and it is told with all 
the directness and intensity charac- 
teristic of a 14-year-old. 

The author seems to feel that the 
Germans as a nation are warlike, 
vengeful and really Nazis at heart. 
The aristocrats of Poland, too, come 
in for a goodly share of censure and 
are pictured as champagne-imbibing, 
frivolous and pleasure-seeking. While 
those in high places were, for the 
most part, too deeply engrossed in 
their own affairs to heed the rum- 
blings of war, it seems a bit specious 
to indict a whole nation or a whole 
class. | 

Charaeterizations are vivid and 
sharply etched. Outstanding is Ros- 
lein, the refugee cow, representing as 
she does the terrible sufferings of all 
animals in a man-made war. 

At times the story tends to seem 
ineredible, nightmarish, fantastic. 
Perhaps it only seems that way as 
the reader views the war in Poland 
at a well-fed distance. 


The Heart of the Matter 


Crities tell me that Wagner’s music 
is much better than it sounds. 
Ima Capsule 








Solitaire 
Seobie sat in at a bridge-hand odd— 
Yusef and the devil, Scobie and God. 
He knew the rules of the game right 
well, 
And that the stakes were heaven and 
hell : 
He knew that his Partner held the 
aces, 
The devil but a queen and some 
minor faces— 
But he terribly let his partner down, 
Threw the game and a ehampion’s 
crown. . . 
For the age-old rules were hard and 
bare, 
And he just thought he’d play soli- 
taire! 
—I.M.A. 
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Study Clubs Block Communism 


“Acres” vs. “Stalks” 

Antigonish, Nova Seotia, has be- 
come almost a synonym for ‘‘cooper- 
atives.’’ Premier McDonald of Nova 
Scotia said recently that the co-opera- 
tive movement had driven Commu- 
nism out of the province. 

The heart of the movement from 
the beginning was study clubs. 
Having had a part in a sort of co-op 
even before Antigonish, I have always 
believed that the things that members 
learn through co-operating is more 
important than what they save. _ 

Unless learning comes first, savings 
profit little. And what many people 
must learn is to want to save. As 
the Premier said, when a man has 
a home, or a bit of land, he feels he 
has a stake in the community, and 
is not going to become a revolution- 
ary. 

Properly directed, study clubs can 
teach people not only that they can 
save, but that they should make the 
effort. 

A few years ago, I was talking 
with a wealthy man who spends a 
great deal of time, effort and money 
in trying to help people. He had 
formed an association and bought a 
fertile valley below the Ohio River. 
The land was divided into parcels 
which were offered for sale on a basis 
whereby the buyer could not only earn 
a livelihood but could acquire full 
ownership by paying easy install- 
ments. 

The project had to be given up 
because not enough of the local resi- 
dents could be persuaded that they 
wanted to be bothered with owning 
a place of their own. 

Employee-Ownership 

A few days ago, I met this same 
gentleman. He told me of another 
idea. Practically all of the residents 
of a town in a cotton-growing area 
in Carolina work for one local fac- 
tory owned by a Northern corpora- 
tion. One large privately-owned 
store served the community. The 
corporation executives decided to buy 
the store and turn it over to the 
employees. This was done. The em- 
ployees elected their own manage- 
ment, and it was agreed that they 
would sell at regular prices with the 
idea of making a profit, but that the 
profit must be used exclusively for 
the benefit of the whole community. 
The directors chosen by the employees 
have learned a lot about management 
problems. Sales averaged half a mil- 
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lion dollars a year, but after three 
years of operation, the store has still 
not made a dollar of profit. 


Plowing Under the Cotton 

One story leads to another. This 
same gentleman was talking to a 
darky on a_ twenty-acre’ farm. 
‘‘George, I suppose you have less 
cotton this year since the government 
told you to eut down your farm by 
one third.’’ 


‘‘Oh, no sir! We got more cotton. 
You see, we just put the rows closer 
together and then we had all the fer- 
tilizer for twenty acres to put on the 
thirteen acres. So the cotton growed 
better. It’s like this, them fellows in 
Washington, they thinks they’s smart, 
but I don’t think so. They thinks 
cotton grows on acres, but I knows 
it grows on stalks.’’ 

Sam also raised cotton, but on a 
tenant plan. He got his provisions 
during the year from the company 
store, paying for them at the end 
of the year with cotton. On settling 
up, he got $140.80, in cash. 

Half a mile down the road was 
another store, and later in the day 
the company manager met Sam com- 
ing out of it with a load of goods. 

‘“Why Sam, you ingrate,’’ said the 
manager. ‘‘Here we waited all year 
for you to bring in your cotton to 
pay us, and when we gave you 
$140.80 you went to the other store 
to spend it! How come?”’ 

Sam was non-plussed, but not for 
long. ‘‘Boss, honest, I really, truly 
never knowed before you would sell 
for cash!’’ 

—Editor. 





Why Are Prices So High? 


High prices are the penalty for past 
sins. Sins of inflation. Whose sins? 

The responsibility for inflation is 
primarily that of agents of the gov- 
ernment. How? 

Inflation is basically a money ques- 
tion. Control of money resides with 
the government. Therefore, the gov- 
ernment controls inflation, i.e., is re- 
sponsible for higher prices. 


Corporations in 1947 made high 
profits. Considerable of these ‘‘pro- 
fits’? were merely increases in the 
present market value of their inven- 
tories i.e., ‘‘paper profits.” 

Anyone who spends or pays out pa- 
per profits is a greater fool than the 
man who counts his chickens before 
they were hatched. It would be like 





counting the eggs before he had any 
hens. 

‘*Paper profits’’ should be kept in 
reserve to offset paper losses, The 
fellow who tells you paper profits 
should be paid out in either wages 
dividends either doesn’t know wha 
he’s dreaming about, or else he’d like 
to see the corporations go busted 
the next recession in business. 

If the corporations go busted, the 
government must step in. That’s wha 
the socialists want. So they want ql 
the earnings spent on pay-day, 1. 
morrow, everyone would be on relief 
People on relief vote for promises of 
more relief. More spending, mor 
votes, one step nearer to the brink. 

Agents of unrest, oftentimes shor. 
sightedly sincere enough, but artful ip 
argument rather than perceptive jp 
foresight, play the Communist gane 
of sniping at whatever the masses dy 
not wnderstand. Through neglect, 
most Americans are almost hopeless 
uninformed on simple economic facts 
and, consequently, fall victim to pr. 
pagandists on every side. 

The Marshall Plan spending wil 
add fuel to mounting flames. The 
Foundation for Economic Education, 
Irvington-On-Hudson, N. Y., has per. 
formed a public service in printing F, 
A. Harper’s booklet, High Prices, 50e, 
which has suggested in part the for. 
going thoughts. 

* 


?? 


* * 


Productive or Unproductive? 


**Latssez-Faire’’ Ethics 


‘The Christian Church,’’ co 
cluded the original draft of a report 
to the World Council of Churches 
‘‘should reject the ideologies of both 
Communism and capitalism, aj! 
should seek to draw men away from 
the false assumption that they ar 
the only alternatives. ’’ 

The implication of this sentence 
that Communism and capitalism ar 
about on a par as major evils. Bit 
the means of production must eithe 
be owned by private individual, 
which is capitalism, or by the stat ® 
which is Communism or socialism. .-: 

... Aa result of protests, the find 
version of the report .. . {We 
changed to read laissez-faire apt 
talism) but apparently only in th 
sentence I have quoted... . 

(**Laissez-faire’’) . has lon 
been used as little more than a te 
of abuse, synonymous with anardf 
Only the unregenerate and depraved sul 
are thought still to believe in *g@ 
When used by the classical econdl 
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ss, however, the phrase presupposed 
,framework of law and order, under 
yhich the state illegalized force, 
heft, fraud and the breaking of con- 
actual promises, but otherwise per- 
nitted free markets and refrained 
hom detailed economic _ restric- 
ionism, . - - 

_.. To many of us a system under 
shich the talented and skilled and 
dustrious received no more than the 
eompetent and shiftless and lazy, 
md which equalized rewards irres- 
yective of effort, would be not only 
just but, what is worse, unproduc- 
tive... - 
The Ethics of Cajntalism 
By Henry Hazlitt 

* * * 


COMMUNIST PRESIDENT 
CERTAIN 


“No Communist, no matter how 
wy votes he should secure in a 
utional election, could, even if he 
would, become President of the pres- 
at government. When a Communist 
ads the government of the United 
Yates—and that day will come just 
x surely as the sun rises—the gov- 
mment will not be a_ capitalist 
wvernment but a Soviet government, 
ud behind this government will 
tad the Red army to enforce the 
lictatorship of the proletariat.’’ 
... Could an American have said 
that? Or does it sound like a mes- 
wge from Moscow? .. . 
It was written by William Z. Fos- 
tt, head of the Communist Party in 
the United States (and) is 
rprinted . on the back of a 
wmphlet prepared and distributed 
ya Committee of the U. S. House 
if Representatives . . . the Commit- 
te that was accused of ‘‘witch-hunt- 
ing.”? 

—George S. Benson 

* * * 


Pocket Books has published Eco- 
wmics in One Lesson by Henry Haz- 
iit, in a 25e edition. 


* * * 


+ "If experience were enough by 


Peli, we would not have to read 
fn) §' all. If reading any book were as 


Md as reading any other, we 
"uld not have to choose what 
to read...” 
—Mortimer Adler 
* * * 
Tt adds truth and dignity to 
"erything you say if you plead 
gu _ and then to a slight 


—James R. Adams 
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THE BISHOPS SPEAK 


Pithy Paragraphs From the 
Annual Statement of the 
American Hierarchy 


Human life centers in God. The 
failure to center life in God is secu- 
larism . . . the most deadly menace 
to our Christian and American way 
of living... 

. aS man is, so ultimately are all 
the institutions of human society . . . 
Apathy 

. Much of the confusion and 
chaos about us is attributable more 
directly to the inaction of Christians 
than to the effectiveness of the fever- 
ish efforts of the destroyers. . 

Selfishness 

.. . It is not enough to find fault 
with the way our economic system is 
working. Positive, constructive 
thought and action are needed. . . 
Cooperation must be organized .. . 
for the common good. . . Today we 
have labor partly organized, but 
chiefly for its own interest. We 
have capital or management organiz- 
ed, possibly on a larger scale, but 
again chiefly for its own interests. . . 

Morality 

. Those who took the lead in 
establishing our independence and 
framing our Constitution were firm 
and explicit in the conviction that 
religion and morality are the strong 
supports of national well-being, that 
national morality cannot long pre- 
vail in the absence of religious prin- 
ciple, and that impartial encourage- 
ment of religious influence on its 
citizens is a proper and practical 
function of good government... . 

Church and State 


Lawyers trained in the American 
tradition of law will be amazed to 
find that in the McCollum ease the 
majority opinions pay scant atten- 
tion to logic, history, or accepted 
norms of legal interpretation. Logic 
would demand that what is less clear 
be defined by what is more clear. In 
the present instance we find just the 
reverse. The carefully chiseled 
phrases of the First Amendment are 
defined by the misleading metaphor 
‘‘the wall of separation between 
Chureh and State.’ This metaphor 
of Jefferson specifies nothing except 
that there shall be no ‘‘established 
Chureh,’’ no state religion. All the 
rest of its content depends on the 
letter of the law, that sets it up and 
can in the concrete imply anything 
from the impartial cooperation be- 


tween government and free religious 
bodies (as in Holland and tradition- 
ally in our own country) all the way 
down to bitter persecution of religion 
(as in France at the turn of the 
century). As it was pointedly re- 
marked in a dissenting opinion: ‘‘A 
rule of law cannot be drawn from 
a metaphor.’”’. . 

. . . We’feel with deep conviction 
that for the sake of both good citizen- 
ship and religion there should be a 
reaffirmation of our original Ameri- 
ean tradition of free co-operation be- 
tween government and _ religious 
bodies — cooperation involving no 
special privilege to any group and 
no restriction on the religious liberty 
of any citizen... . 


What Are Vocational 
Groups? 
Editor: 


Question—Please give me a clear 
explanation of: Just what are ‘‘voca- 
tional groups’’ as referred to in The 
Encyclical Quadragesimo Anno? 

Answer— 


I cannot give you an authoritative 
answer, but you ean find an explora- 
tion of the subject in an article by 
Wilfred Parsons, S.J., in Thought, 
the Fordham University Quarterly, 
September, 1942. Father Parsons, 
author of The First Freedom, says 
that ‘‘To the majority, these groups 
mean nothing more than labor unions 
and employers’ associations joined 
together in some kind of industrial 
council for -common action, usually 
with a government representative sit- 
ting in with them. Others have 
called them the modern guilds. . 
others corporations, after the Italian 
or Portuguese model. . . . Others, 
again, have seen in various projects 
for industry councils emanating from 
the CIO or other labor groups at 
least an approach to the Encyclical 
system.’’ 

‘*Tt is the thesis of this paper that 
many of these interpretations are 
misunderstandings of the Papal text 
... as it comes to us in the Latin ...’’ 

Father Parsons then points out two 
clearly defined antithesis, one be- 
tween the ordines and the classes, the 
other between natural associations 
and free associations. He seems to 
be saying that ‘‘vocational groups’’ 
are natural associations,’’ and there- 
fore are put in contrast to the free 
associations, such as labor unions, em- 
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ployers’ groups, ete.,’’ and that it is 
obvious that ‘‘those who have placed 
the vocational groups among the free 
associations are wide of the mark. 
The two are in direct antithesis in 
the Latin text . . . The ordines are 
the direct opposite of the Classes.’’ 

If any reader knows of a more 
exhaustive study of this question, I 
will be pleased to publish the refer- 
ence. 

—Editor. 


Let the State Do It 


Just the idea of dictatorship in 
America shocks us. Yet a learned 
European professor from the Univer- 
sity of Zurich, Dr. Emil Brunner, 
told a group of scholars in Amster- 
dam that ‘‘all the Western nations’’ 
are headed directly toward totali- 
tarianism. ... 

The professor knows that Western 
nations have their legal constitutions. 
He knows of their long standing con- 
victions about freedoms. Neverthe- 
less, he said these countries ‘‘are on 
the way toward totalitarianism, not 
beeause they like dictatorship, but 
because wherever a social evil is to 
be cured they appeal to the state 
for help.’’ 

If the people keep calling on the 
state for help, the interference of 
government in the daily lives of 
people will certainly increase. .. . 

‘‘Once the economy is nationalized, 
a totalitarian state is there whether 
one wants it or not.’’ 

.. . If we can’t learn any better 
than to go to the federal govern- 
ment with every little problem that 
confronts us, then we will see govern- 
ment grow until we are engulfed by 
nace 4 

. . . World history is full of 
examples of both big and little Cae- 
sars who handed out promises for 
power. ... 


From Looking Ahead 
By George S. Benson 





Why Write? 

Writers may be an irritable and 
temperamental genus of homo sapi- 
ens, but the writer is much more a 
homo than he is a genus. With cer- 
tain exceptions, he responds to life 
very much as do his differently gifted, 
or his ungifted fellow mortals. As, 
for example, he loves to justify what- 
ever he wants to do by a generaliza- 
tion, and the less unspecified the gen- 
eralization the more useful he finds 
ive ss 
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A writer is a fool who does not 
write for an audience. To write just 
for yourself is a kind of mild para- 
noia, resulting from a belief that 
your own judgment of art or sub- 
ject matter is superior to that of 
anyone else. But, as we all know, the 
self-judgment of even great writers 
has been notably uncertain in its 
values. And furthermore, to despise 
an audience is simply to vitiate the 
chief purpose of writing . . . this 
purpose being to satisfy an immense 
curiosity as to the nature and pro- 
cesses of life and then to communi- 
cate to others the results of observa- 
tion and imaginative analysis . . . 

If a writer (good or bad) has 
touched the minds of those who will 
listen to him, he has reached his first 
objective. 

—From Saturday Review 
of Literature 


Ed Willock of “‘Integrity”’ 


Ye Gods 

Ed Willock (il. author) Sheed, $2.50 

Reviewed by Rev. Benedict M. Ash- 

ley, O.P., Ph.D. 

This is a series of very short and 
very vivid essays on contemporary 
idolatry with equally vivid drawings 
of our idols and of ourselves pros- 
trate before them. For this book 
(like Integrity magazine, of which 
Mr. Willock is an editor) will be mis- 
used if we read it as a jeremiad 
against our neighbors. That would be 
the kind of idolatry to which the 
idol-hating Pharisees were prone. Mr. 
Willock intends these essays and pic- 
tures for’ home consumption, a 
knotted seourge for the cleansing of 
our own private temples. 

As an artist Mr. Willock is develop- 
ing a vigorous sense of lively beauty 
of plain black on plain white which 
makes his drawings much more than 
cartoons. As a writer he sometimes 
underlines his points too heavily, but 
is able to make good new phrases for 
very good old thoughts. As a Chris- 
tian satirist he undoubtedly sees our 
nonense with a clear and compas- 
sionate eye. (By the way, an essay 
on the idol of ‘‘compassion’’ as it is 
worshipped in modern literary criti- 
cism would have fitted well into this 
book.) 

Author brings out plainly the false 
mysticism of most modern preoccupa- 
tions that give unquestioning faith to 
the most miserable objects, while 
scorning to put their faith in the only 
One that we may reasonably trust. 


Jt might be a good idea, upon finjs), 

ing these essays in the idiom of oy 

moment, to re-read the Book of Wis 

dom, in which the same truths aboy 

Idolatry and Divine Wisdom are re. 

lated in inspired and eternal terns 
* * * 


SCRIPTURE LIBRARY 

Father Stedman Sunday Miss; 
continue to lead the world. Mop 
than 15,000,000 have been sold, 

The latest item from the Contp. 
ternity is “My Little Scripture |). 
brary.” a gift package of two book; 
in a red imitation leather cay, 
$4.25. 

The two books are “My Daily 
Psalm Book” and “The New Tesi:. 
ment,” both richly bound in rq 
Morocco Grain. 


* * * 


Catholic Encyclopedia for Sale 


A deluxe Vatican Edition is fo 
sale. Only 26 sets were published, x 
a subscription price of $3,0000) 
each. Volume I has the personal auto. 
graph of Pope Pius X. 

White leather binding embossed in 
color and gold. Many of the ful: 
page illustrations are in colors ani 
gold. Each volume has separate cas 
lined with white velvet. 

The books have never been usi 
and are in perfect condition. 

* * * 


Pentecostal 


... In his best work the artist of th 
first rank does not speak a private 
language, nor express a private visio. 
. . . Such art interprets the percep 
tions, the thoughts, the desires ani 
emotions of ordinary men and womel 
which by themselves they could mi 
get into focus, which they were ll: 
able to express. To their dim ail 
short-sighted vision the great artis 
lends his keen sight, to their deafnes 
his acute hearing, to their stammt 
ings a voice full, clear and free. Bil 
his sight is not turned in a differet! 
direction ; his ear is not tuned to # 
other gamut of sound, his voice dis 
not speak in a strange language. Tl 
artist of sovereign genius repeats 
the aesthetic sphere the miracle ¢ 
Pentecost. Every man hears him! 
his native tongue. . . The greatest #! 
is superbly simple, uniting a multi 
city of images and subordinate ide 
by patterns and ideas simple, «let! 
even obvious. . . 

—E I. Watkin, in “A Philosopl 

of Form’’ (p. 364) 
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Wl for Ignatian Retreats 


¢ 4 Companion to the Spiritual 
erms & fxercises of St. Ignatius 
Aloysius Ambruzzi, S.J. Newman, $3.00 
Reviewed by J. M. Connery, S.J., 
West Baden College. 
More With the spread of the lay-retreat 
4 novement this new edition of A Com- 
nine. panion to the Spiritual Exercises of 
ela Ignatius by Father Ambruzzi 
yooks should get a wide and popular recep- 
tion. Father Ambruzzi has developed 
the meditations laid down by St. 
Daily lgatius in a way that will appeal 
‘esta. all classes of retreatants. Priests 
ud religious will find it a helpful 
mide in private retreats. Lay re- 
ireatants will find it useful to supple- 
nent the conferences given in direet- 
le @ retreats. Both directors and pri- 
is for vate retreatants will be helped by the 
ed, tf hemes for an eight, five, and three 
000M day retreat outlined in the appen- 
auto. dices, as well as the list of suggested 
rading matter. 

Father Ambruzzi has followed the 
Exercises faithfully in both the choice 
ad order of his mediations, and in 
his development has shown an un- 
wual regard for the dialectie that 
will distinguishes the Ignatian retreat 
from other methods. 

A notable addition in this third 
dition is the prayer found at the end 
of each meditation. In each case 
Father Ambruzzi has incorporated 
into the prayer the petition for the 
particular grace to be derived from 
the meditation. The retreatant will 
find the prayer helpful to stimulate 
aid give the proper direction to his 
own will and affections. Undoubtedly 
me of the best books of its kind in 
English. 
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Masterpieces of Religious Verse 


mm? 
‘ Bat ed. James Dalton Morrison Harper, $5.00 
feret An immense compilation of 2,020 


poems by 900 poets, by a professor at 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, 
vho gives generous representation to 
“our own’’—even to poets like St. 
Patrick and Savonarola! Arrange- 
ment has a most edifying theocentric 
(ne might even say Thomistic) ori- 
‘tation: from contemplation of God 
it progresses to man and all his earth- 
ly problems, then back to God via 
death and immortality. The huge topi- 
al index is a lesson in the Divine 
eonomy. Recommended for preach- 
"8, writers, poetasters. 
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The Christian Churches of the 


East, Vol II 


Donald Attwater Bruee, $4.00 


A Treasury of Russian Spirituality 
ed. G. P. Fedotov S & W, $6.50 
Reviewed by Elizabeth Higgins 

Pope Pius XI said that the chief work 

of his pontificate was laboring for the 

reunion of the East. It would seem 
that the advances in this work during 
his lifetime, important as they were, 
are not worthy of so great a dedica- 
tion and that this must bear its fruit 
inereasingly, year by year. Two works 
that add to the growing fund of in- 
formation and knowledge about the 
churches of the East are the revision 
of Donald Attwater’s two-volume 
study and A Treasury of Russian 

Spirituality, compiled and edited by 

Prof. G. P. Fedotov of the Orthodox 

Theological Seminary of St. Vladimir 

in New York. 

The second volume of Mr. Att- 
water’s authoritative work is_ sub- 
titled ‘‘The Churches Not in Com- 
munion with Rome.’’ These churches 
are shown in their respective positions 
within the several patriarchates or 
within certain geographical divisions. 
The Nestorian and Monophysite 
churches are treated as well as the 
Orthodox. There is an historical ac- 
count of each, a statement of their 
organization general spirit, present 
state, and some data on their distine- 
tive practices. Historical information 
has been brought up to date so far as 
this was possible in the disturbed cir- 
cumstances of the Eastern territories. 

The author clearly delineates the 
‘‘external complexity and various- 
ness’’ of the Christianity of the East. 
He says that the profundity of its 
spiritual life and thought is another 
matter, beyond his scope. As if in 
response to this invitation, A Treas- 
ury of Russian Spirituality lights up 
some persons, times, and places within 
the Christian East. 


The quotation from Pope Pius XI 
which prefaces Donald Attwater’s 
book bears as much significance for 
Professor Fedotov’s work as for his 
own. ‘‘Pieces broken from gold-bear- 
ing rock themselves bear gold. The 
ancient Christian bodies of the East 
keep so venerable a holiness that 
they deserve not merely respect but 
complete sympathy.’’ The gold of the 
holy East shines forth in the writings 
here collected. 

The selections exemplify various 
schools and tendencies of Russian 
spirituality as these are described in 
the preface. All the writings are of 


the Orthodox era and the lives of the 
saints writing or written about fall 
between the 11th and the 20th cen- 
turies. These selections range from 
simple narrative to theological and 
mystical discussions, and give solid 
proof of the lively faith, the deep 
understanding of Christian ideals, 
and the abundant wisdom that the 


Christian peoples of the East possess. 
* * * 


Spiritual Formation 


via Charming Letters 


The Theophila Correspondence: 
Whatsoever He Shall Say 


$1.50 
The Inside of the Cup 

$1.50 
Reading Between the Lines 

$1.25 
Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. Blackfriars 


Reviewed by Rev. Patrick M. J. 

Clancy, O.P., J.C.D., Dominican 

House of Studies, River Forest. 
People like to read letters. Fortu- 
nately, some of the saints liked to 
write them. While the present vol- 
umes may not have been written by 
a saint, they should be of help in ar- 
riving at sanctity. Brief and simple, 
doctrinal and moral, each letter con- 
tains abundant thought for anyone 
who truly wants to be a lover of God. 

The writer’s primary aim is to 
show the importance of a spirit of 
worship. One who would love God 
and lead an interior life will have to 
cease being egocentric and allow him- 
self to be ‘‘made’’ by God. Humility, 
the basis of all spiritual advance- 
ment, will help one to realize how 
poor he is, and yet to what a sublime 
elevation he has been raised. Adora- 
tion or worship is, then, the expres- 
sion of his desire for union with God. 
Worship is expressed in prayer, in 
collaboration with God’s will; in la- 
bor made redemptive through, with, 
and in the Eucharistic oblation. 

In this correspondence, Theophila, 
and Theophilus, too, are told not only 
to meditate, to read the Seriptures, 
and to avoid occasions of sin, but also 
how to meditate, how to understand 
the literal and the spiritual meaning 
of the inspired word, and what oc- 
easions to face and what to flee. 

On Mental Prayer 

Many will find Father Valentine’s 
suggestions for mental prayer ex- 
eeedingly valuable. Prayer, he tells 
us, is an arena, a place for struggle, 
a continuation of the fight to over- 
come self. For a life of prayer one 
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needs preparation. This he gets in the 
daily struggles of life. They lead one 
to forget oneself (even one’s plan for 
holiness) and to allow God to direct 
His own apostolate, to use us in His 
own way, and for His own ends. In 
other words, ‘‘abandonment to God’s 
adorable will is always to do what we 
ought and never what we want, un- 
less what we want to do is what we 
ought to do.’’ 

The first two volumes (they are 
both very short) are aptly supple- 
mented by the third. Theophila will 
find the lessons of the first two fur- 
ther applied in the last, in which the 
author takes several passages from 
St. John’s Gospel, gives a preliminary 
explanation or setting for each, and 
then a literal and spiritual explana- 
tion of the text. 


The Theophila Correspondence 
should be a blessing to all—clergy, 
religious and laity, but its appeal 
would seem to be especially suited to 
the lay apostle. Spiritual formation 
is essential for the work of leaders of 
Catholic Action. This the Popes have 
never ceased to emphasize. The pro- 
gram of the Young Catholic Stu- 
dents’ International meeting held in 
River Forest this year took cognizance 
of the same fact. 

In this regard, Catholie Actionists 
in all fields would do well to study 
the Theophila Correspondence. It will 
not take the place of a spiritual direc- 
tor or confessor, but it will certainly 
help until one is found, and probably 
will supplement his direction after- 
wards. 


Popularity Plus 
The Old Testament 


Monsignor Ronald Knox Sheed, $7.00 

This Volume I of two volumes con- 
tains the new English translation of 
nineteen books of the Old Testament, 
from Genesis to Esther inclusive, 


based on the Vulgate. 

Translating for the every-day Eng- 
lishman, rather than for scholars, 
certain sections seem to be para- 
phrased for the purpose of greater 
intelligibility. 


Night Prayers on Calvary: 


The Seven Last Words 
Wilfred J. Diamond Bruce, 75¢ 


Seven original meditations, revealing 
some fine & startling insights, for pri- 
vate use or sermon text. 
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The Life of the Soul 


The Joy of Serving God 

Dom Basil Hemphill, O.S.B. Herder, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister Marie 

Thomas, O.P. 

Dom Hemphill’s conference on the 
spiritual life will be of value to the 
Catholic reader, lay as well as re- 
ligious. The writer brings refresh- 
ingly to our attention those subjects 
most intimately concerned with the 
life of the soul upon which one can 
always think with profit. 

In the matter here presented there 
is little of originality, yet in a time 
of anxiety and unrest nothing is bet- 
ter calculated to preserve an equable 
mind than reflection upon the truths 
that do not change. Such chapters 
as ‘‘Christ Within Us,’’ ‘‘Detach- 
ment,’’ ‘‘Tranquility,’’ ‘‘ Looking at 
Life’’, are of more certain timeliness 
now than they may have been in a 
quieter age. The conferences are 
short, the instruction logical and 
well rounded, the expression pleas- 
ing. We recommend the book for 
general spiritual reading. 





Christ in Our Brethren, Part I 
Raoul Plus, S.J. (tr. Irene Hernaman) 
Grail, paper, 75c 
Together with Part II, one of the 
masterpieces of apostolic literature, 
essential for anyone who thinks him- 
self an apostle, in or out of Catholic 
Action. Part I concerns union with 
Christ, which is pre-requisite to 
action. Both parts have been cloth- 
bound together for $2.00. 





Newman 


Essays and Sketches 
John Henry Newman (ed. C. F. Harrold) 
L G, 3 V., $3.50 each 
Selected by the late editor from the 
Historical Sketches, Essays Critical & 
Historical, and Discussion & Argu- 
ment. These are seminal, develop- 
mental articles, sometimes the issue of 
wholly tentative postulates such as 
that of the Catholicity of Anglican- 
ism, which the young Newman was 
trying to demonstrate. That such 
postulates were pulverized before the 
end of the investigation reflects flat- 
teringly on Newman’s radical honesty 
and the thoroughness of his scholar- 
ship. His hypotheses took him into 
many areas of thought, and in these 
volumes we find him thinking on 
Aristotle, on Cicero, on the Fathers, 
on the Benedictines and assorted 
other topics bearing upon his intel- 
lectual and spiritual problems. Every 
Newman amateur needs these books. 


Giving the Answer 


Winifrid Herbst, S.D.8. Sal, $259 
This book of answered questions ig the 
third such work from Father Herbg 
Questions of Catholics Answered ang 
Answers are well known and shoul 
serve as an introduction to the pres. 
ent book. 


The principle of selection is clear. 
ly the experience of Father Herbs 
and the questions selected are thog 
most frequently asked of a priest by 
Catholics. The answers rather ¢op. 
sistently demand some knowledge of 
the Faith and are directed towarn 
the deepening of this knowledge and 
rendering it more exact, rather than 
the communication of first informa. 
tion. The use of technical terms 
ecclesiastical expressions, «quotations 
from the Code of Cannon Law and 
the citation of authorities give ev- 
dence of this purpose. Laity and 
clergy will find the book informative, 
A complete index gives it handy. 
reference value. An excellent supple. 
ment to the Catechism in those mat- 
ters of which tt treats. 

—Conell Dowd, C.P., 8.T.D. 





The Jesuit with the Magic Hands: 
Louis B. Egan, S.J. 


Daniel A. Lord, S.J. QW, 256e 
Another in Fr. Lord’s expanding 
shelf of Jesuit characterizations: this 
time a gifted colleague who could 
paint, cook, woodwork, _ perform 
magic, nurse an ancient Ford back to 
health, converse with deaf & dumb— 
besides working ‘‘the marvel of the 
Mass.”’ 





Human Dignity 
Magnificent Mann 


Valentine Long, O.F.M. SAG, $2.50 
Father Valentine invites us in this 
book to realize our great dignity and 
to live up to it. In ten interesting 
chapters Father Valentine develops 
this theme. Each chapter is a movilg 
conference adapted to the spiritud 
needs of the laity. The style is light 
and easy to read, the thought-content 
is never permitted to become hea 
or cumbersome, the argumentation 
most appealing and reasonable. Bad 
chapter may be’Yead as an indepél 
dent unit. The laity will find ths 
spiritual book most helpful; priesé 
will have use for it as sermon mf 
terial. It is not a great book but I 
can be and should be'a useful one. 

Conell Dowd, C.P., S.T.D. 
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ppular History Scored Because of 
Auti-Catholic Propaganda 


the Pageant of Middle American History 


Anne Merriman, Peck 


LG, $4.00 


Reviewed by Addison Burbank, noted illustrator & specialist on Spanish 


Americana. 


\ the old misconceptions about the Spanish Conquest and colonial rule are 
re raked together like a pile of dead leaves. As the author proceeds with her 
urrative, she becomes less and less objective. Finally, in her chapters on mod- 
m political history, she throws objectivity to the winds—the winds of ‘‘liberal’’ 


opaganda. 


It will be instructive to compare her loose statements with the solidly docu-- 

gated facts as presented by Salvador de Madariaga in his penetrating and 
yholarly study, The Rise of the Spanish American Empire. Here in forensic 
rm are some of the popular legends repeated by Mrs. Peck, together with 
vplies culled from Mr. Madariaga’s book: 


Mrs. Peck: (p. 215) ‘‘Before a 
entury had passed Spanish ways of 
ifeand the magnificent architecture 
(Spain had changed, but not oblit- 
mated, Indian Mexico. In the social 
uttern the native people were fixed 
in their posttion of servitude.’’ (Ital- 
is, here and hereafter, are mine.) 

Madariaga: (p. 15) ‘‘... The New 
World kingdoms were conceived on 
the basis that both whites and natives 
vere . . . equally entitled to the 
King’s protection.’’ (p. 19) ‘*... the 
iw was adamant: the Indians were 
ire.”” (p. 21) ‘‘The first conquerors 
... left big estates in the hands of 
‘Indian lords,’ . . . and both in the 
wrthern and southern continents of 
the New World, marriages took place 
irely between conquerors and native 
aciques or chiefs.” (p. 23) ‘‘ Wealth 
... remained in native hands right 
through the three centuries of Span- 
ih domination. But this wealth had 
wt always, indeed not generally, 
nised the standard of living of the 
Indians, A certain indolence, a cer- 
lin passivity towards endeavor and 
te material advantages derived 
ierefrom seemed to drag the Indian 
ative down to the bottom of the so- 
tal ladder even when his conquerors 


ok’ no responsibility in this 
process,”? 
Mrs. Peck: (p. 230) ‘‘Padre 


lidalgo . . . refused to have his mind 
stifled by the rules of the Inquisition. 
He read the forbidden works of the 
french philosophers and dramatists, 
iid... dreamed of applying those 
seat principles (Liberté, Egalité, 
Praternité) to Mexico.’’ (This was in 
810, a century after Madariaga 
wates the Inquisition ‘‘was no longer 
‘dominant force.’’) 


Madariaga: (p. 178) ‘‘. . . the 
‘mon that the Spanish Inquisition 
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in the Indies shut out that huge ter- 
ritory to European books is fast 
erumbling on better acquaintance 
with the facts.’’ (p. 174) ‘‘In Jan- 
uary, 1601, one dealer alone sent 
10,000 books to one consignee. About 
75 to 85 per cent of the books sent 
were religious, mystical or philo- 
sophical, and we are told that Fray 
Luis de Granada and Luis Vives ap- 
pear on every list. . . [Vives was] 
one of the greatest minds of the 
Renaissance . . . a precursor of mod- 
ern thought. . . . The fact that his 
name appears on every list of the 
books sent to the Indies shows the 
high quality of the culture achieved 
in those lands.” 


Where Madariaga attributes the 
fall of the Spanish American Empire 
to ‘‘the fall in religious spirit and 
virtue,’’ Mrs. Peck believes that its 
hope of rising again lies in the ma- 
terialistic philosophy of the Revolu- 
tion. On page 454 she says, ‘‘ Democ- 
racy will advance in Central America 
when the governments concern them- 
selves with the health, economic se- 
curity and education of the basic 
population; when the people them- 
selves learn to organize and work to- 
gether to win what they need.”’ 


But are machines and_ schools 
enough ? From his intimate knowledge 
of the Spanish and Indian character, 
Mr. Madariaga would seem to think 
not. True democracy develops from a 
Christian philosophy of living, with- 
out which, as Mr. Madariaga says, 
free-thinking humanism leads us only 
towards ‘‘the era of the Machine 
which is now swallowing us.’’ The 
Pageant of Middle American History 
is a book intended to catch a ‘‘pro- 
gressive’’ tide which would now seem 
to be receding. 


JUVENILES 
Hong Kong Priest 

Praises Book on China 

By Sun and Star — Adventure in 
Modern China 

Vanya Oakes Maemillan, $2.50 

By Rev. N. Maestrini, Director of 

The Catholic Truth Society of 

Hong Kong, who has just return- 

ed to missionary work in China 

after visiting his home in Italy 
for the first time in seventeen 
years, 
A book true to life. . . Not always 
can one give this description of a 
book about China. 

The author has not allowed herself 
to be influenced by exaggerated love 
for China, nor by any prejudice. She 
gives a simple and true account of 
one episode which is just one of the 
tens of thousands of a similar kind. 

[ have witnessed myself the true 
heroism of Chinese students in their 
Westward migration before the ad- 
vance of the Japanese armies, and 
certainly I have been filled with 
enthusiasm and admiration for this 
great youth. 

I feel that the book will be read 
especially by students in the States 
with great interest. The East can 
still teach the West a deeper appre- 
eiation of spiritual values, and this 
is what this book reveals! 


A Child’s Grace 
Photographs, Constance Bannister ; 

verses, Ernest Claxton Dutton, $2.00 
This photographie elaboration of a 
child’s ‘‘Thank You’’ to God is a 
beautifully executed work of art. The 
combination of the lovely photographs 
and the stark simplicity of the well- 
known verse gives a total effect of 
beauty and clarity. 

It is a book every mother will want 
for her child’s library. That the child 
may share in her enthusiasm only 
casually should not, and will not, de- 
ter her from its purchase, for it has 
a vital message for every mortal be- 
ing, and every child will benefit by 
being exposed to tt. 

—Virginia Cheetham Julier 








Hong Kong News 

Mary Louise Tully, daughter of 
your Editor, has started a book club 
in China — the Hona Kona Catholic 
Book Club. Books selling in the 
U. S. for $3.00 are $15.00 in Hong 
Kong money. Miss Tully is editor of 
the Hong Kong Sunday Examiner, 
a newspaper. 
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My Brother Mike 


Doris Gates 

(il. Wesley Dennis) 
The packaged ending of My Brother 
Mike, neatly tied up in fairy-tale rib- 
bon, does not jibe with the flat real- 
ism of the rest of this boys’ story, 
otherwise unseasoned by romance. 
Billy Evans’ dreams come all too 
true: friend Mike becomes the long- 
desired father, and even Lucky, the 
well-named seventh pup, the cause of 
Billy’s Peregrinations and final good 
fortune, is his for keeps. The author 
has an understanding of boyish re- 
actions and of a foundling’s need for 
sympathy and love, but her style and 
content are not particularly spright- 
lv. Not much more than interest in 
the beloved pattern of ‘‘a boy and his 
dog’’ keep the reader going until the 
end. 

‘‘My brother Mike’’ is the name 
Billy’s father gives to that inner 
voice usually known as conscience, but 
in this ease perhaps appropriately 
nicknamed the shortened term for 
‘‘mierophone’’ since it was ‘‘Mike’’ 
who did all the broadeasting to Billy’s 
wavelength. 


Viking, $2.50 





A Young Man’s Future 


... What do you think are the 
chief factors which determine the 
work a young man can do and the 
progress he is likely to make in an 
organization ? 

[ put this question to a friend of 
mine who employs a great number of 
people—a man who came up every 
rung of the ladder himself. Without 
any hesitancy he named five points: 

(1) The man’s capacity, or what 

might be called the 1.Q. he 
was born with. 

His formal education — and 
what he has taught himself— 
that may qualify him better 
than the next person for a 
job and for promotion. 

His working experience and 
practical knowledge. The fu- 
ture belongs to those who 
prepare for it. 

His ability to get along with 
people. 

His attitude toward work. 
Many a hard worker of less 
talent has left a loafer or 
semi-loafer of more talent 
standing at the post. 

These five points . . . were based 
on the judgment of long experience 
with countless people in employmerit 

Henry V. Taylor on a 
Mutual Broadcast 


Avoids Spiritual Helps 


How to Conquer Your Handicaps 
Marie Beynon Ray Bobbs, $3.00 


Reviewed by Priscilla Witt. 

It is doubtful that anyone could see 
his handicap through the same glasses 
after reading this book. We do not 
specify ‘‘handicapped readers’’ be- 
cause Marie Ray insists that everyone 
has his handieap, which is difficult 
to disprove. 

The physically disabled are her 
main concern, however. In _ highly 
readable chapters she shows us the 
latest that science has to offer them; 
and while the report is not all-inelu- 
sive, it is reliable. There are fine sec- 
tions and a practical appendix de- 
voted to rehabilitation. 

The style is popular, sometimes ex- 
tremely jovial, sometime, vulgar. One 
funetion of cosmetic surgery could 
have been left admirably in medieal 
textbooks, or referred to only in a 
modest phrase. 

And we must read cautiously. 
Take, for instanee, ‘Life is a chemi- 
eal formula’’ and ‘‘Man is potential- 
ly immortal,’’ both in objectionable 
contexts. Evolution, with its worst 
implications, is taken for granted. 

The naive disregard of religion is 
peculiarly tragic in a book of this 
kind. The proffered aid is defective 
beeause it ignores the perfect solution 
brought by Christ. To the conqueror 
ean be offered nothing but this 
world’s success. 





Indian Wars of the West 


Fighting Indians of the West 
Martin F. Schmitt g- Dee Brown 
Scribner, $10.00 


Reviewed by L. V. Jacks, Ph.D., 

Creighton University. 

For this ‘‘picture history of the 
Indian Wars, with 270 photographs, 
sketches and paintings,’’ the National 
Archives, the Bureau of American 
Ethnology, the properties of state his- 
torical associations, and private col- 
lections have been searched. The re- 
sult is a magnificent production. 

A coneise but clear narrative 
accompanies the text. A few paint- 
ings are used; it is good to see Fred- 
eric Remington represented. Narra- 
tive is, naturally, greatly restricted 
but reveals all too clearly. the white 
man’s continuous greed .and deceit, 
and corresponditigly the confusion, 
terror, and fury of the Indian, who 
was. betrayed at nearly every turn. 


There is a correct account of the 


terrible and unprovoked slaughter of 


the Cheyennes by the Colorado \ 
unteers on November 29, 1864. Othe 
fights are properly interpreted, A 
number of famous chiefs, e.g., Qu. 
nah Parker, Cochise and Kicking 
Bird, who seldom appear in populy 
Indian tales, are here described apj 
pictured. The march of the Ny 
Perees under Chief Joseph, whic 
has rightly been called one of th 
greatest military feats in all history 
is well set forth. The book clogs 
with a deseription of the Ghost Dane. 
and the last disgraceful butchery 
Wounded Knee. 

The whole work has been we 
thought out. There is a useful }ip 
liography. This is a beautiful book 
in the solid Seribner tradition , .. 
a very fine present for any boy wh 
is interested in Indian history anj 
in the development of our West. 

* * * 


The Seven Storey 
Mountain 


Originally an exclusive August 
selection of the Thomas More Boo 
Club, this book was postponed until 
October in order that it might al» 
be used by the Catholic Literary 
Foundation, and later by the Catholi 
Book Club. It proved to be the sell 
ing sensation of the year in th 
Catholic field, was reviewed by al 
the best secular periodicals, and wa 
twice featured in the Time magazin. 

Sane, lively, vital, and enthralling 
The Saturday Review of Literatur. 
said that the Seven Storey Mountain 
‘*Stands a more human documeltt 
than Newman’s Apologia Pro Vili 
Sua.’’? Clifton Fadiman said t 
‘‘Should hold the attention of Cath 
olie and non-Catholic alike,’’ Clar 
Boothe Luce, that men would turn 
it a hundred years from now to fini 
out what went on in the heart of ma 
in this cruel century. 

Within sixty days of publication 
more than 70,000 copies had _ beet 
printed. 





Immortal Love 

Pop wrote to me to come to Amer 
ica. I got a brand new suit made! 
said to myself, ‘‘On the boat I # 
going to meet a_ beautiful girl, 
I am going to fall in love. ne 

... . The fourth day, I was up ® 
my neck in.alf the trouble I’ 
looking for. 

* From The Seven Storey Mow 
tain by Thomas Merton 

Harcourt, $3 
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0 Na basic Knowledge... 
the 
pasic Delights... . 


ed. 4 
‘ckin tow to Enjoy Poetry 
Robert Farren S & W, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. James J. 
Donohue, Ph.D., Loras College, 
quthor of ‘‘Exile in the Stars,’’ 
which contains some of Ameri- 
ca’s finest poetry. 
whert Farren’s guide to the appre- 
igtion of poetry contains a deal of 
god reading, some from the author’s 
wn hand and some in the useful 
uthology which, chapter by chapter, 
yeompanies his academic assault 
yon the problems that confront the 
apectant lover of poetry. Yet, How 
Enjoy Poetry is not really a book 
jr cursive reading: it is a book for 
st. w, The reviewer’s task, therefore, is 
st pursued not by any delineation 
if isolated virtues, nor by any de- 
ied quest for vices, but by the 
wraightforward recommendation of 
ihe text for those several definite 
\ugus Bies for which it is intended. 
Boi Know, first, that Mr. Farren is 
L until rally helpful to the inexperienced 
it al Brader; and know, secondly, just 
terary 















which basie problems he aids in solv- 
ing. Here are his departments: 1) 
basing a love of poetry upon a pre- 
existing liking for its elements; 2) 
the obstacles inherent in poetry; 3) 
extracting the plain sense of a poem; 
4) imagery; 5) prosody; 6) the 
sound of vowel and consonant (in- 
eluding euphony, alliteration, asso- 
nanee, and rime); 7) the feeling, the 
sensitivity, and the vision of the poet. 


The manual is not pretentious. It 
gives something more than a first 
approximation of poetic appreciation, 
but it is coneerned nevertheless with 
a first level of insight and enjoy- 
ment. It is a book of basic knowledge, 
basic delights. It is a foundation. 
You will want and in some degree 
need its help insofar as you want and 
need to learn or to teach that first 
level of taste in poetry. If you should 
decide to seek that he!p, you will find 
Mr. Farren’s manual equally adapta- 
ble to textbook and to consultative 
uses. The author’s speculative differ- 
ences with your own esthetie will, if 
you stand with me, be slight and 
few. At this level they need not be 
raised to trouble the approach of the 
hopeful beginner. 





athol ; 
™ “1 The Response of Music 


n tk To Social Change 


by all 

d wa The Human Side of Music 

yazin Charles W. Hughes Phil. Lib., $3.75 
alling § Reviewed by V. Howard Talley, 
ratur, § Department of Music, The Univer- 
unton B sity of Chicago. 

— The increase in the number of non- 
HR tehnieal books on music is indicative 
id Hof an ever-growing public whose 


Catt terest has been stimulated by the, 
Chart 8 ine musical programs that may be 
un’ Bieard over the air on any weekend, 
= ind to a lesser extent by the oppor- 


tunities to hear good music in the 
. goeert halls of our larger cities, In 
cat his book, Mr. Hughes, a teacher of 
bee music at Hunter College, shows how 
iusi¢ responded to social and institu- 
lonal pressures at various times in 
iis development from a primitive art 
Amer § its present highly organized status. 
ade! This treatment comprises nine 
I a Bthapters of the book; the remaining 
, al Bx are devoted to an explanation of 
pe the elements of musie—rhythm, mel- 
up ## “y, harmony, and form—and to the 
[ws “ans of musical performance. 
The first section contains such in- 
Mow & resting topics as ‘‘Music as Molded 
¥ Society,’’ in which the influence 
$3.0) § " musie of work songs, folk dancing, 
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the religious ceremonies and proces- 
sionals of Catholic countries, the 
courts of Europe, is traced. 

If this and the rest of the material 
were presented according to historical 
canons one might object to the lack 
of emphasis on the role of the Cath- 
olic Church in fostering and develop- 
ing musie as ordered expression for 
the glory of God through so many 
centuries of its development. True, 
here and there the Church’s influ- 
ence is alluded to, but the lay reader 
would hardly suspect the tremendous 
debt the art of music owes Mother 
Church for her very existence. 

There should be no disagreement 
of the material of the second part. 
Author has performed the difficult 
task of explaining the complex fac- 
tors that go into the making of a 
musical composition very well with- 
out recourse to unfamiliar termin- 
ology or to complicated diagrams. He 
clarity. 
writes with authority and with great 

The book is free of factual errors 
that might be expected to abound in 
a work as full of details as this one. 
This reviewer found only one. On 
page 248 ‘‘Un Bal’’ is alluded to as 
the third movement of Berlioz’s Sym- 
phonie Fantastique. It is, of course, 
the second movement. 


Theatrical Interpretations 


Immortal Shadows 

Stark Young Seribner, $3.00 

Reviewed by Msgr. I. J. Semper. 
The make-believe productions of the 
stage are the most ephemeral of all 
works of art. Some such thought must 
have been in the mind of Shakes- 
peare when he wrote: ‘‘The best in 
this kind are but shadows.’ It is 
possible, however, for the shadows of 
theatrical presentation to assume a 
species of immortality, if it is their 
good fortune to be deseribed and 
interpreted by Stark Young, who 
brings to his task a thorough knowl- 
edge of the theatre, a discriminating 
taste, and a prose style of charm and 
distinction. 


The 65 reviews that make up /m- 
mortal Shadows treat of various pro- 
duetions staged between 1922 and 
1947. Outstanding among these crit- 
ical essays are the twelve that record 
the author’s impressions of Shakes- 
pearean productions — John Barry- 
more’s Hamlet, Jane Cowl’s Romeo 
and Juliet, David Warfield’s The 
Merchant of Venice, George Tyler’s 
Macbeth, Maurice Evans’ Richard Il 
and Hamlet, Paul Robeson’s Othello, 
Margaret Webster’s The Tempest, the 
Old Vie’s Henry IV, and others. 
These twelve reviews are packed with 
illuminating comment bearing on all 
phases of the modern  theatre’s 
approach to Shakespeare — lighting, 
mise en scene, costuming, direction, 
and , acting. 


Mr. Young knows his Shakespeare. 
To cite a single instance, he points 
out how Maurice Evans, in inter- 
preting Hamlet as an aggressive man 
of action, ignored the religious 
seruples which torture the Prince and 
which explain his delay in avenging 
his murdered father. 

Unlike some of his confreres Mr. 
Young does not regard a dramatic 
critique as a convenient peg on which 
to hang facetious remarks. In facet, 
the entire production must be inept 
before he is provoked to flippant ex- 
pression. A case to the point was 
the incompetent acting in George 
Tyler’s Macbeth, which led him to un- 
burden himself as follows: ‘‘The two 
murderers of Mr. Bernard Savage and 
Mr. Harold Thomas seemed to me 
excellent performances. Their one 
fault lay in not killing more of the 
east.’’ 
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From ‘‘Fiat Lux"’ to Hollywood 


Magic Shadows 

Martin Quigley, Jr. Georgetown U., $3.50 

Reviewed by Riley Hughes, 

The history of motion pictures, one 
learns from this informative histori- 
eal monograph on the subject, is a 
long and honorable one. In theory, 
the art goes far beyond Aristotle, the 
first known individual contributor to 
the science of light and shadows. The 
first practical demonstration of 
‘“*magie shadows’’ oceurred in the 
17th century when a Jesuit, Athan- 
asius Kircher, projected pictures 
with his magic lantern before an il- 
lustrious audience in Rome. 

Mr. Quigley, who is associate edi- 
tor of the Motion Picture Herald and 
Motion Picture Daily, visited many 
libraries and museums in Europe in 
search of his data in order to be able 
to present what the write of the fore- 
word calls the ‘‘pageant of philoso- 
phers, savants, priests, necromancers, 
tinkers, charlatans, scientists and 
entrepreneurs,’’ the sum of whose ef- 
forts resulted in the pre-history of 
motion pictures. A curious use of 
phantasmagoria, the projection of 
images on a screen of smoke, is re- 
eorded here. Early in World War IT, 
the Germans tried psychological war- 
fare on British Tommies by project- 
ing an image of the Blessed Virgin 
with her arms outstretched in en- 
treaty! The book contains several ex- 
cellent photographie illustrations and 
a valuable chronology. 





A Little Treasury of American 
Poetry 


ed. Oscar Williams Scribner, $3.75 
‘‘The last fifty years,’’ says Mr. Wil- 
liams in his introduction, ‘‘have seen 
the publication of much more poetry 
of a much higher standard than all 
that was written in the preceding two 
hundred and fifty years.’’ In acecord- 
ance with this, I think, easily demon- 
strable thesis, he hurries over the 
barren waste form Bryant to Whit- 
man, allotting (through lack of the 
courage to omit them entirely, he con- 
fesses) single poems to such _ be- 
whiskered fakers as Longfellow and 
Lowell. Whitman, Emily Dickinson, 
T. S. Eliot, and W. H. Auden are 
among those generously represented. 
The final section, ‘‘Poetry of the 
Forties,’’ contains the work of the 
‘war poets’’ and those who have 
come to prominence in the past 
decade. This is a companion book to 
the editor’s A Little Treasury of 
Modern Poetry. 
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Medieval English Verse and Prose 
Roger Sherman Loomis & Rudolph Willard 
A-C-C, $4.50 
The intention of the editors has been 
to present in modernized version the 
best in English and Scottish litera- 
ture from 1066 to the Renaissance. 
The book opens with Arthurian legend 
and closes with the perfect morality 
play, Everyman. In between are beast 
fables, homilies, plays, carols, and 
longish selections from Langland, 
Gower, and Malory. The translations 
are well done, and the whole is at- 
tractively presented. On the very first 
page, however, there is a lamentable 
error. The editors refer in a footnote 
to Eleanor of Aquitaine as ‘‘di- 
voreed’’ and remarried. Eleanor’s 
marriage to Louis VII of France 
was annulled by church council in 
1152, a cireumstanee which permitted 
her marriage in the same year to 
Henry II of England. Recommended 
with reservations, 
* * * 


The Philobiblon 

Richard De Bury U. of Calif., $3.50 
One of the main justifications of the 
university press is its ability to seek 
out and publish books which, deserv- 
ing publication, are not feasib'e for 
the commercial press. The Philobib- 
lon by Richard De Bury, 14th cen- 
tury Bishop of Durham, is a minor 
classic that serves as a case in point. 
The apologia for reading and for 
book collecting of this early humanist 
is a delightful series of short medita- 
tions under such headings as ‘‘ What 
love is reasonably due to books,’’ 
‘‘Who ought to be the especial lov- 
ers of books’’ and ‘‘How worthy a 
task it is to write new books and re- 
pair old ones.’’ The bishop argues 
both piously and learnedly to the 
conclusion that books deserve ‘‘ both 
the love and honor due a master.’’ 
The book is, appropriately enough, 
beautifully printed. An excellent gift 
for the bibliophile. 


Amazingly Interesting 


The 26 Letters 
Oscar Ogg Crowell, $3.50 


Reviewed by Paul Cuneo, graphic 

artist. 

Anyone interested in books prob- 
ably would be interested in knowing 
something about the tool that makes 
books possible, the alphabet. In this 
book Mr. Ogg tells the story of the 
development of the Roman alphabet. 

Much of the material presented has 
already appeared in the author’s An 
Alphabet Source Book, published in 


1940. The present book is written fy, 
those who have little or no know] 
of the subject, while the earlier bo} 
was written mainly as a souree of 
aid and inspiration for artists, 


The story is an interesting op 
well presented and generously ill 
trated. Occasionally the autho 
assumes as fact that which may ge), 
logical but which cannot be proven, 
as, for example, in explaining hoy 
it is that Roman capital letters, jp. 
cised in stone, have the qualities of 
pen-drawn characters. On the whok 
however, the facts seem to be x 
accurate as history and 254 pagy 
allow. 


As would be expected, the book 
itself is a handsome one. One rather 
unusual feature is the placing of the 
illustrations in the text with suc 
accuracy that in most cases no ¢ap. 
tions are needed because the text it. 
self serves as caption. This may seen 
unfair to people who like to brow 
through books, and it becomes unfair 
to the readers of the book when, i: 
one place, the author calls attention 
to the cathedral at Antwerp, “pie. 
tured here,’’ and no cathedral is to bk 
found. 





Poetry 


New Irish Poets 
Henry C. Stehling 
ed. Devin A. Garrity 
(woodcuts by Harry Kernoff, R.H.A.) 
Reviewed by Rev. Thomas 1. 
Grady. 

In every way, this book is well turned 
out, handsome, interesting, inform 
tive. As a book of poems shoul 
it gives pleasure and at the same time 
initiates thought, sets the mind pr 
ing. From dust-jacket through covet 
to woodeuts and type, the exter 
form of the book is unusually pleas 
ing. 

The poets are thirty-seven, contell 
porary, living in Ireland, not pr 
viously presented in America. Som! 
poets whom we might expect to fil 
in any anthology of living Irish poe 
are omitted because they have alres 
had voice in America. In appendices 
some brief biographical notes # 
given for each author; photographs 
of most are included. It is interest 
ing to read about the author, see bi 
picture, read his poems—to compart 
poems, faces, biographies. 

The quality of the verse is surpr 
ingly high and even. There is het 
a great deal of good poetry, tho 


B-H, $2.0 
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gmething short of great poetry. 
There is richness in technical com- 
petence, fluency, perception, imagin- 
ition, Whimsy. Almost everywhere 
there is delightful familiarity with 
ad love of nature; the pounding of 


yaves roars through the pages, and . 


the ery of the ecurlew hangs above 
them. 

Qne sad observation is this: there 
is almost no religious poetry, senti- 
nent, or thought in the book. There 
ae flashes of cynicism. The attitude 
most often recurring is that of the 
pagan Celt, awe in the presence of 
meat but blind forces of life and 
ieath. Sadness becomes poignant 
when one recalls how many, how 
varied, how Irish are the poets. 

a * * 


His Chalice Spill 

D- A, $3.50 
Although they convey good will and 
kindly sentiments, the pious but pro- 
sic thoughts found here, surfaced 
with meter and rhyme, seem, in a 
bok, to have found an expression 
oo ambitious for them. A Catholic 
Rdgar Guest. 

—Rev. Thomas J. Grady 
* * * 


Current-Events Novels 


An Affair of State 

Pat Frank Lippincott, $2.75 
The Wine of Astonishment 
Martha Gellhorn Seribner, $3.00 

Reviewed by Demetrius Manou- 

sos, O.F'.M.Cap. 

Here are two books not worth the 
lime it takes to read them. Both are 
written by journalists, both handle 
subjects of enormous interest to the 
arent public, both do some super- 
feial moralizing on those subjects, 
both are put together with a disarm- 
ing ease of composition, and both 
have a poisonously bland attitude 
og the fornications they intro- 
we. 

Without loss of any sort an editor 
‘ould drop the bedroom scenes of An 
Afair of State and run it as a maga- 
ane serial. The diplomatic depart- 
ent in the present and near future 
8 an exciting setting for any story. 
Pat Frank produces a well-turned 
plot, perhaps a fair idea of how the 
state department operates, certainly 
lithing more. None of the characters 
§$more than a type. 

The Wine of Astonishment’s bed- 
om scenes have more to do with 
the plot than have those in the Pat 
Frank. But there is not much plot. 
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Miss Gellhorn has some effective de- 
seriptive passages on war scenes, the 
Dachau prison, and army boredom. 
It embodies the formula for a best- 
seller: assorted fornications, a hint at 
the anti-Semitic problem (one. char- 
acter is a Jew), and war is terrible. 
‘*It must be,’’ you reflect as you 
look at the author’s picture on the 
dust jacket and reflect that this 
rather pretty young American wrote 


this rather ugly book. 
* * * 


James Revival Goes On 


Two more reprintings noted by 

Riley Hughes, Georgetown Uni- 

versity. 
The Princess Casamassima 

Henry James Maemillan, $6.00 
The still sturdy Henry James re- 
vival should be given new impetus by 
the republication, in two superbly 
printed and projected volumes, of 
The Princess Casamassima. Admirers 
of Chesterton’s The Man Who Was 
Thursday should particularly appre- 
ciate the values in this rather more 
massive treatment of the role of the 
anarchist in modern society. Mr. 
Lionel Trilling contributes a long, 
brilliant introduction to the book, 
which he finds ‘‘a first-rate rendering 
of literal social reality.’’ Of this 
novel Mr. Trilling finely says that its 
‘*power to tell the truth arises from 
its power of love.’’ And again: 
‘‘James had the imagination of dis- 
aster and that is why he is immediate- 
ly relevant to us; but together with 
the imagination of disaster he had 
what the imagination of disaster 
often destroys, and in our time is 
daily destroying, the imagination of 
love.”’ 





The Scenic Art 


Henry James Rutgers U., $4.50 


Henry James, the great, perhaps the 
greatest, American novelist, was also 
a playwright. His plays were unsuc- 
cessful, but they did help to give him 
his marvelous sense of form and that 
command of ‘‘scene’’ which are so 
strong a feature of his novels. His 
interest in the theatre was critical, 
too, and he wrote many reviews and 
critical notes on the theatres of Lon- 
don and Paris. In his dramatie criti- 
cism, as well as in his criticism of 
fiction, he floundered somewhat when 
it came to applying standards of 
morality, for he based his views on 
‘‘taste’’ and reticence rather than a 
philosophy. The book is superbly 
edited and attractively produced. 


Book Clubs and Comics 


Some months ago, we felt con- 
strained to differ with the Editor of 
Our Sunday Visitor in regard to his 
published statement about a certain 
book elub. Consequently, it is only 
fair to quote from his Jan. 9th column 
‘‘Right or Wrong’’, with which we 
agree. 

Here’s what he says: ‘‘A reader 
from Massachusetts has sent us a 
couple of samples of comic sections 
appearing regularly in a_ Boston 
paper, and marked the full page ad- 
vertisements which appear on the 
back page of these sections, in which 
books, whose reading is bound to be 
harmful, are offered for sale. The 
advertiser is The Book League of 
America.’’ 

‘‘Those who are dealing with comics 
magazines had better turn their at- 
tention also to the books advertised 
by firms who want to get their 
spiritually harmful wares _ before 
children. ’’ 

The Club mentioned is under the 
same sponsorship as the Club we 
criticized. 


No Free Apartments? 


As an indication of the drive made 
by secular book clubs to get new 
members, the Book League of Amer- 
ica recently ran a full page ad head- 
lining ‘‘Not one, not two, not four, 
not six but eight free’’ books. The 
ad, said A. Milton Runyon, Vice 
President of Doubleday — who own 
the club — was a test. The elub had 
previously offered six free books as 
advance dividends. 


Its Work Done 

The Left Book Club of London has 
ceased operations, feeling that its 
work has been done. Said to have 
been more influential than any other 
ten elubs in existence, its last offer- 
ing was The Meaning of Marzism. 











The Thomas More Book Club 
becomes more valuable to me 
every year. I know of no organiza- 
tion that provides so much service 
and worthwhile book information 
at so small a cost. 

—Loretta Green, Springfield. Il. 





“My uncle quit his job as a sales- 
man to be a cop.” 
“He did, why?” 
“He wanted a job where the cus- 
tomer is always wrong.” 
Submitted by Miss Belle Hop 
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APPRAISALS AT A GLANCE 


DM—Doubtful Merit BOOK CLUBS 
EXC—Excellent TM—Thomas More Book Club 
FAV—Favorable BOTM—Book of the Month Club 
NR—Not Recommended CLF—Catholic Literary Foundation 


REC—Recommended CBC—Catholic Book Club 
SAT—Satisfactory FR—Family Reading Club 
UNFAV—Unfavorable *—Reviewed in BOOKS ON TRIAL 
VG—Very Good 


WR—With Reservations 





























Hound-Dog Man (BOTM) Gipson 
The Man Who Invented Sin O’Faolain 
The Mass in Slow Motion Knox 
The Meek Shall Inherit Kossak 
Nineteen Stories (TM) Greene 
Primer on Taft-Hartley. A Moral Analysis Kelly 
Remembrance Rock Sandburg 
Scott-King’s Modern Europe Waugh 
The Seven Miracles of Gubbio (TM) Bruckberger 
The Seven Storey Mountain (TM) Merton 





Sir and Brother : Lee 
Transformation in Christ von Hildebrand 


















































Vision of Fatima (TM) McGlynn 
You Can Change the World Keller 
Assignments of Antonio Claret (CBC) Sargent 
At End of Santa Fe Trail (CLF) Segale 
Basic Writings of St. Augustine Oates (ed.) 
The Big Fisherman Douglas 
Catalina Maugham 
Crusade in Europe Eisenhower 
Dinner an Antoine's Keyes 
The Faith Makes Sense Heenan 
The First Freedom Parsons 
God’s Underground (TM) Gretta Palmer & Fr. George 
The Greatest Story Ever Told Oursler 
Great Saints Nigg 
The Happy Grotto Oursler 





Hollow of the Wave Newhouse 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS © COMMENTS @ RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 


the following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
id price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
nents or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


pers of our own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


etalog. 


Accent on Purity 

Joseph E. Haley Fides, 84 pp. $2.25 
Francis P. Furlong, 8.J.: ‘*. . . a practical 
nanual to guide parents and counsellors of 
youth in the delicate matter of sex edu- 
cation, . .”” 


All Hallow’s Eve 

Charles Williams P & CO, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
wript: ‘*. .. a fantasy, dealing with good 
and evil, heaven and hell. . . One is aston- 
shed and awed by the imagination capable 
of conceiving a story like this. . . must not 
ie taken as authoritatively theological .. . 
neant as a dramatization of what too many 
of us consider abstract and remote from our 
haily living, and as such it is superb, a 
york luminous with wisdom. ’’ 


America in Perspective 

Id. Henry Steele Commager Mentor, $.35 
Twenty-one foreign observers attempt to 
aswer: What is an American? Read it 
tosee yourself as others see you. 


Y 


National Bankruptcy? 


The American Economy 

Sumner H. Slichter Knopf, $2.75 
Harvard professor Slichter points out that 
there never has been a national economy 
baded with debts larger than its national 
imome (such as is our present case) that 
hus not gone bankrupt. 


Social Novel 


Answer to Question 33 

Christopher Sykes Sloane, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*. . . an unconventional, loosely 
ordinated novel, which highlights some of 
the ills of our times. . . The author writes 
vith fluency, wisdom, and wit, and one is 
«ried enjoyably along. . . If the inner 
neaning of the work is grasped, it takes 
i greater stature.’’ 


As Others See Us 

Andre Visson Doubleday, $3.00 
James O. Frederick in The Commonweal: 
‘“... a rather interesting, and relatively 
ippetizing literary sandwich . . . the middle 
part is filled with rather fluffy generaliza- 
tions and repetitions. . . 

“... That they (the so-called intellectual 
ts) play as great a part in the determin- 
lg of public opinion as Mr. Visson be- 
lieves is open to serious doubt. . .’’ 


Saints and Writers 
behind That Wall 
E. Allison Peers M-G, $2.50 


Henry Wilmering in America: ‘‘The sub- 

‘An Introduction to Some Classics of 

te Intetrior Life’ . . . a book about cer- 

) lan saints and spiritual writers, who lived 











to God and experienced intimate 


MRuaRry, 1949 





School 


. TFA—Too Far Advanced 
DM—Doubtful Merit 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent . F—Favorable 
C-I—Current Interest 


H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
A—For Adults 


. WR—With Reservations . U— 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded O—Offensive or 
Objectionable . DIS—Disapproved . REC—Recom- 
mended REV—Reviewed MSO—Mature Students 


Only 


union with Him, and then wrote an ac- 
count of their experiences for the guidance 
of others.’’ 

A—FAV 


Travelogue 
The Best of Times 
Ludwig Bemelmans Simon, $3.95 
Account of his post-war visit to Europe. 
Vivid reporting, humor. Hopeful.  Illus- 
trated. 


Gambler 
Bet a Million 


Wendt g Kogan 
Life story of the fabulous John W. Gates, 
who first conceived the plan for a United 
States Steel Combine. Gates made millions 
in barb wire, formed ‘‘Little Steel’’ to 
battle Morgan’s U. 8., but lost out during 
the panic of 1907. Author Bob Casey says 
that if Gates had not lived, no writer would 
have dared to invent such a character. 

SAT 


The Book of Great Conversations 
Edited by Louis Biancollt 
Simon & Schuster, $5.00 
John Abbot Clark, in Chicago Tribune: 
‘¢. . . the winnowed best of the world’s 
most memorable conversations. . . 
é 


‘. . . @ literary feast of the first 
magnitude. . .’’ 
Only $495 


Book of Kells, $495.00 

Devin-Adair expect to publish in facsimile 
the Book of Kells, the world’s finest ex- 
ample of illuminated manuscript. About 
750 pages in two volumes, 48 color plates. 
Probable price $495.00 


Beyond the Forest 

Stuart Engstrand Creative, $3.00 
Unsavory novel of degenerate morals in 
Wisconsin lumber community. 

A—NR 


Anti-Religious 


Bridie Steen 

Anne Crone 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*. . . Do we have here an indict- 
ment of religious bigotry? Not at all. We 
have an indictment of religion itself. The 
argument, clearly, is that both Catholicism 
and Protestantism are absurd, and that the 
one way out is a renunciation of religion 
and resort to reverent agnosticism.’’ 


Mockery 
Catalina 


W. Somerset Maugham Doubleday, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘‘, . .Maugham has sought to 
make mockery of miracles and of orthodox 
Christianity. . .’’ 


FIO—For Information Only. 


‘¢. . . He commits . . . obvious blunders 


in depicting Catholicism .. . falsely slants 
his comments. . .’’ 


Champlain: The Life of Fortitude 

Morris Bishop ' Knopf, $4.00 
Theodore Maynard in The Commonweal: 
~ admirably written biography of 
Samuel Champlain . .. a good man, wise, 
patient, kind and courageous . . . it was 
more through him than anybody else that 
France was established in Canada and that 
the tradition of friendship with the Indians 
was laid down.’’ 


Literature 


A Chilmark Miscellany 

Van Wyck Brooks Dutton, $4.00 
Louis J. A. Mercier in The Sign: ‘‘... 
wholly dedicated to American literature 
and life, from the days of Gilbert Stuart 
to our own. No student of the culture of the 
United States ean afford to ignore him.’’ 


The Chinese 


Chinatown Family 

Lin Yutang Day, $3.00 
Rev. Wm. Noe Field in The Monitor, San 
Francisco: ‘‘. . . a book about the Chinese. ’’ 

‘‘This book can be recommended for its 
quiet but deadly humor (and)... as an 
inspiration to any family because of the 
wisdom and sensibility that it contains. . .’’ 


14th Century Convent 
The Corner That Held Them 

Sylvia Townsend Warner _ Viking, $3.00 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: 
‘*From the first page the reader is quite 
certain that this is an admirable book .. . 
the more he reads, the more enthralled he 
becomes. . . 

««. , . @ novel, almost, it might be called 
a chronicle, of the convent of Oby, in the 
fen country in England, between 1349 and 
Iigees 
Orville Preseott in The New York Times: 
‘¢, . . predominant impressions . . . of the 
eonvent as a way of life, as a refuge for 
extra daughters, and even for the feeble 
minded; as a source of spite, malice, jeal- 
ousy and rage. The nuns of Oby. . 
accepted religion with unquestioning ortho- 
doxy but were not particularly interested 
in it, some of them being even irreligious 
or too busy with practical matters to have 
time to give religion much thought. . .’’ 


Divine Comedy 


Dante Theologian 
The Rev. Patrick Cummins, OSB 
; Herder, $6.00 
William J. Murphy in America: ‘‘. . . ar- 
ranged in double columns. . . The first 
column gives the argument of the poem; 
the second is a spiritual commentary giv- 
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ing . . . the symbolic meaning (or) the 
mystical sense . . . theological interpreta- 


tion . . . as though Dante were explaining 

his own meaning. . . All students who have 

learned to love the poetry of this great 

Florentine will surely weleome this very 

Catholic presentation of the Divine Comedy 
9? 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
The Deer Cry 
William G. Schofield Longmans, $3.00 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . an 
engaging historical novel without any of 
the sleazy tricks which have brought the 
genre into discredit. . . 

‘¢. |. a work of informative value, bright 
with color, and offering a heroic picture of 
one of the greatest figures in Christian 
annals. ’’ 

J. C. Lehane, CM, in The New World, Chi- 
cago: ‘‘. . . something new and different 
in the way of a life of a Saint.’’ 

‘*. . . stirring, colorful . . . a clean, 

wholesome book that can be recommended 
without reservation. . .’’ 
John M. Flynn in The Chicago Tribune: 
‘*. . . a memorable and moving portrait 
of Patrick . a lively, smashing good 
mer. . .”" 


Social Study 


Eastwick, U.S.A. 

Howard Hush Dutton, $3.00 
In The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . case histories 
. . . by a sensative suburban social worker 

. . inhumanity and irresponsibility within 
families and on the part of the local well- 
to-do.’’ 


The Fall of the Spanish 
American Empire 

Salvador de Madariaga Macmillan, $5.00 
Peter Masten Dunne in America: ‘‘. . . One 
does not always agree with all interpreta- 
tions and all conclusions. . . 

‘*But the author’s balance, his calm ap- 
proach, his fairness in giving the whole 
picture are admirable. . .’’ 


Fireside Pleasure 
Family Circle 
Cornelia Otis Skinner Houghton, $3.50 
Humorous, well-told. SAT for all. 


Father Dominic Barberi 
Denis Gwynn D & S, $3.00 


The Sign: ‘*. . . born at Viterbo in 1792 
. . - Dominie began his religious life as a 
humble Passionist lay brother . . . a sharp, 
native brilliance of mind singled him out 
and human providence and the Lord pre- 
pared him for the more dramatic career of 
priest, teacher, and missionary . . . the last 
eight years of his life were spent . . . in 
what was once Merry England... 

**God elected him to receive the master 
of English prose into the Church of his 
fathers—(John Henry Newman)—a drama 
which shocked and unsettled the foundations 
of the Church of England. 

‘*Denis Gwynn retells the tale of this fan- 
tastic history with precision of word, luxury 
of detail, and richness of documentation.’’ 

A—HS—F—REV (p. 19) 
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The Fire Balloon 

Ruth Moore Morrow, $3.00 
Mary L. Dunn in America: ‘‘. . . If Miss 
Moore has told several stories rather than 
a story, can we complain when she has 
given us so much fine writing, such authen- 
tie and live characters, and such masterly 
descriptions of storms and of the sea?.. .’’ 


A Fire Was Lighted: 
The Life of Rose Hawthorne Lathrop 
Theodore Maynard Bruce, $3.00 
America: ‘‘. . . written with a zest which 
signifies the congenial subject, and, having 
two distinct themes—the literary and the 
apostolic—it should recommend itself to a 
large circle of readers. . .’’ 
A—HS—F—REV/(p. 17) 


Sisters of St. Joseph 
Footprints on the Frontier 
Sr. M. Evangeline Thomas 
Newman, $5.00 
Story of the Concordia, Kans. foundation 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1936. 


The Good Night at San Gabriel 
Susana Clayton Ott Harper, $1.50 
Christmas play at Serra’s Indian mission. 
A—HS—VG, 212 


Great Saints 

Walter Nigg Regnery, $4.75 
Protestant theologian Nigg, teacher of 
chureh history at University of Zurich, pays 
extraordinary tributes to nine great saints. 


LITERARY GUILD 
The Hearth and the Eagle 

Anya Seton Houghton, $3.00 
Historical novel (1630 - 1906). Profanity 
and naturalism limit to Adults. 
J. T. MeGioe, GJ.: “*... Hees... 
that three mentally unbalanced characters 
are just too many for any book’’ 


I Capture the Castle 

Dodie Smith Little, $3.00 
Ann Hunter in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . the 
adventure of a hard-up and eccentric Eng- 
lish family who have a forty-year lease on a 
castle. Engaging and original. . .’’ 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . the 
book’s strength is in atmosphere, odd yet 
winningly human characters, and its often 
hilarious comedy .. . its rather exteusive 
remarks on religion are, in the main, un- 
intentionally silly. . .’’ 


In Norway 
Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen Viking, $3.00 


The Commonweal: ‘*, . . an account of the 
Norwegian way of life that is an inspiration 
to bigger and richer countries . . . Excellent 
woodcuts. . .’’ 


A—HS—SAT 


Into the Labyrinth 

Bentz Plagemann FS, $2.75 
Riley Hughes in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . 
clash between the Catholic heritage and 
that of the ‘older Americans’... kind of 
religious regionalism .. . he intends a 
formal allegory which will oppose ritualis- 
tic pattern and experience . . . bears a con- 
trived and not at all inevitable air. . .’’ 

A—WR 


Emily Aims to Please 


It Gives Me Great Pleasure 

Emily Kimbrough Dodd, $25) 
Twelve amusing essays by a personality Why 
attracts odd experiences in her travels, ayj 
makes the most of them. This time }e 
trips were all around this country, lecturing 
to women’s clubs. 


SAT 


Joan of Arc 
Edited by Edward Wagenknecht 
Creative Age, $45) 
Warren Beck in the Chicago Tribune: ‘yj, 
collection of excerpts . . . about Joan y 
Are represents more than fifty writers, _ 
««. . .most valuable for its reminder thy 
there can be such human greatness, . .”’ 


Joan of Arc 
Maxwell Anderson and Andrew Solt 
Sloan, $245 
Leonard Piotrowski, 8.J., 6‘. . . a valuabk 
addition to every high school and colleg 
library.’’ 


Laughter in the Next Room 
Sir Osbert Sitwell Little, $4.0 


E. V. R. Wyatt in The Commonweal; “,.. 
fourth volume in the Sitwell series ... 
written, says Sir Osbert, to show tl 
development of three artists — his siste 
Edith, Sacheverell and himself. . . 

‘It is difficult to know the end of tk 
world when you reach it,’ is the closix 
sentence. Thomas Merton knows. Sir Osher 
is too engrossed reading the signposts,’’ 


Martin 

Eddie Doherty Sneed, $2.5! 
Story of Bl. Martin de Porres’ life i 
sanctity. Recommended. 


Mass of the Future 

Gerald Ellard, S.J. Bruce, $4 
Peter Michaels in Integrity: ‘‘. ..W 
necessary erudition in what purports tok 
a semi-popular book about all the radid 
restorations (to simplicity) in the Litug 
that might take place in our day, cals 
Father Ellard to lose the sympathy a 
often the patience of his reader ...™ 
only Latin phrases, but . . . also la 
footnotes, . . . and some Greek . . . silt 
Hebrew, and some scholarly biographies... 
The sprightly title and even more sprightl 
chapter heads simply do not conform! 
the substance the book contains. : 

‘«. . . there are many little interest 
bits which everyone will like . . . mom! 
compendium than a survey.’’ 


Meditations for Everyman 
Joseph McSorley Herder, #4 
The Catholic Transcript: ‘*. . . lued # 
pertinent, comprehensible by the averaft 
reader and capable of leading him sla 
the way of holiness.’’ 
A—F—REC—REV (p. 16) 


The Meek Shall Inherit = 
Zofia Kossak. Transl. by MowinS 
y* 

Elizabeth Ann Cooper in The Commonetl 

‘«, . . at once a good story and a re 
study of how a man can freely giv? 
luxury and power to serve God m! 


-Booxs on Ta! 








nuner most difficult for him — in poverty 
yd subjection. . . 

“Mme. Kossak, whose Blessed Are the 
yeck was a best-seller a few years ago, has 
made a highly readable novel out of a 
tory which could have been maudlin and 
oversweet. . Pa 


Leftish Author 

My Glorious Brothers 

Howard Fast Little, $2.75 
America: ‘‘. . . this novel deals with the 
jeroie struggle of the Maccabees to pre- 
gtve the Jewish religion against the perse- 
ations of the Syrian Greeks in the second 
entury before Christ . . . the tone of the 
york... leaves a residue of suspicion... . 
\r. Fast is widely known as the foremost 
literary apologist for the Left. . .’’ 


Old Testament 


The Old Testament 

tr. Ronald Knox S & W, $7.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
wript: ‘‘. . . translation is from the Latin 
Vulgate, with constant reference to the 
Hebrew. . . the Greek Septuagint has been 
consulted . . . a thoroughly scholarly work, 
ya master of languages . . . exact as to 
wnse, idiomatic, lucid, and graceful .. . 
wonderfully readable and often very beau- 
tiful . . . ealeulated to make the reading 
of the Old Testament a pleasure. . .”’ 


Parcel of Rogues 

Jane Lane Rinehart, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . charts the viper’s tangle 
of intrigue against Mary Queen of Scots 
by the nobles, prompted and abetted by 
Hizabeth of England. . .’’ 

“ ., true to history, seriously wrought, 
and absorbing. ’’ 


Irish 


The Parish and the Hill 
Mary Doyle Curran 


1.0. Lehane, O.M. in The Vincentian: 
“... It’s all a bit too much in the James 
1. Farrell tradition. Don’t we all know 
respectable Irish Americans who do not 
drink, fight, and lose their religion? There 
ae, of course, chip-on-the-shoulder Irish 
wearly always on the defensive, but they do 
lot necessarily end up as drunken bums. 
On the whole, despite Mrs. Curran’s ob- 
vious talents as a writer — she teaches Eng- 
lish at Wellesley College — this book will 
tistort the true pictures of the contribution 
if the Irish to the United States. 

And what about the composite picture of 
te Irish-American priest that is slowly em- 
eging from books like this and Moon Gaff- 
wy and Prince of Darkness? He seems to 
% arrogant, crude, -endlessly denouncing 
*x and Soviet Russia, making the more 
wtelligent Catholics disgusted by his lack 
if culture and polish. Is there no writer 
if talent to challenge this caricature?’’ 


Rev. Alphonse Simon, OMI $3.00 
Pastoral Spanish by Rev. Alphonse Simon, 
cal is intended as a heln to those workmg 
‘Nong Spanish-speaking people. 534 pp., 
400. Order from De Mazenrod Scholasti- 
tw, San Antonio 1, Texas. 
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Evidence-Guild 

Platform Replies, Vol. I 

J. P. Arendzen Mercier-Newman, $1.75 
Life of the Spirit (Oxford): ‘‘. . . answers 
he has provided to questions put during 
several years to members of the Catholic 
Missionary Society . .. a vast field, from 
the philosophy of Spinoza to the Serpent: 
in Paradise . .. anyone ... engaged in 
Evidence Guild speaking. or . merely 
anxious to clear his own muddle of mind, 
will find . . . a charitable and discerning 
guide to many modern misconceptions about 
the Catholic Faith and ... a brief but 
effective means for their resolution.’’ 

A—FAV 


International 
Politics Among Nations 
Hans J. Morgenthau Knopf, $5.50 


Leonard J. Schweitzer in America: ‘‘. . . 
exhaustive survey of theoretical and prac- 
tical international relations ... in... un- 
assailable logic. Dr. Hans J. Morgenthau, 
associate professor of political science at 
the University of Chicago, demonstrates that 
. the perpetual struggle for power has 

evolved into a contrast between . . . Russia 
and the United States. . . 

‘¢. . . believes that the only force capable 
of keeping the peace is a world state. . . 

‘¢. |. a seholarly warning that there is 
very little time left.’’ 


Social Relations 


Pony Wagon Town 
Ben Riker Bobbs, $3.50 


The Sign: ‘‘. . . the story of his fathcr’s 
pony wagon shop . . . pleasant if ponderous 
. reminiscences. . .’’ 

‘¢. . . labor and management had few 
problems; the laborer was a eraftsman who 
took individual responsibility for his work, 
and management used common sense in 
dealing with him. 7? 

‘¢An earnest vindication of the soberly 
industrious individualism of the past . 
(1880 - 1900).’’ 


Polish Horror 


The Rape of Poland 

Stanislaw Mikolajezyk Whittlesey, $4.00 
Leonard J. Schweitzer in America: ‘‘. .. 
It was the Russian radio which issued to 
the people of Warsaw the call to rise 
against the Germans, and which promised 
them the support of the Red Army. The 
people of Warsaw, in their patriotism and 
love of liberty, did rise — and for sixty- 
three days the Red Army sat across the 
Vistula and watched them die. . . 

It is not possible, he feels, for a nation 
which has succumbed to the communistic 
plague to cleanse itself from within. . .’’ 


Architectural 


The Regency Style 

Donald Pilcher Ratsford, $6.00 
Wayne Andrews in The Commonweal: ‘‘. 
discussion of an architectural epoch .. . at 
once scholarly and entertaining . . . Pilcher 
is not afraid to be amusing .. . rich 
quotations. . . 

‘¢. . . a Batsford book, and the illustra- 
tions live up to their standard of excel- 
lence.’’ 


Remembrance Rock 

Carl Sandburg Harcourt, $5.00 
N. Elizabeth Monroe in The Sign: ‘‘The 
theme . . . that our American heritage of 
freedom is precious . . . is rich in poetic 
and dramatic values. But its implementa- 
tion through a long paraphrase of history is 
unfortunate, as history gains nothing from 
this narrative . . . irrelevant details. 

‘*The rather mechanical ‘planting’ of 
sex incidents at regular intervals through 
the narrative pulls the story out of focus 
and now and then reduced it to triviality. . 


Stevenson, Robert Louis 

David Daiches New Directions, $2.00 
James W. Lane in The Catholic World: 
‘*. . . So much has been written on Steven- 
son the man that it is refreshine to find a 
discussion centering on his quality as a 
writer. Mr. Daiches, an understanding yet 
critical appraiser, feels that what was upper- 
most in Stevenson’s mind was the elash be- 
tween middleclass standards and the artistic 
temperament, between Calvinistic conform- 
ism and the Catholie (though the author 


does not call it Catholic) doctrine of good 
works. ’’ 


A—FAV 


Roosevelt 


The Roosevelt Myth 

John T. Flynn D-A, $3.50 
. . . One is annoyed by the statements... . 
yet it is difficult to deny their truth, for 
they are well substantiated and document- 
ed... ‘*. . . should be read along with .. . 
pro-Roosevelt books so that your mood may 
be tempered. . ”’ : 


ce 


Roosevelt and Hopkins 

Robert E. Sherwood Harper, $6.00 
George Miles in The Commonweal: ‘*. . . 
this book . . . required a great amount of 
reading, sorting, traveling, interviewing. 
Mr. Sherwood is due thanks for bringing off 
the job well.’’ 


Saint Peter the Apostle 

William Thomas Walsh Maemillan, $3.50 
Lydia C. Giglio in America: ‘‘. . . Historical 
biographies of the degree of excellence of 
Saint Peter the Apostle are rare treasures 
to the thoughtful reader.’’ 


San Francisco 
The San Francisco Book 
Herb Caen Houghton, $5.00 
Excellent photographs, with explanations of 
their making, enhance newspaperman’s very 
good story of a famous city. 


Theatre 


Seeing More Things 

John Mason Brown Whittlesey, $3.50 
Elizabeth Johnson in The Commonweal: 
se . hew essays on the theatre and films 
and ordinary incidents. Few drama 
critics of repute have been the witty and 
wise writer that John Mason Brown is. . . 
His mind, detesting the mediocrity which 
pleases the multitude, does not, as so many 
reforming dragons do, scorn the multitude, 
but scorns only the mediocrity.’’ 

A—FAV 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


The Seven Miracles of Gubbio 
Raymond L. Bruckberger Whittlesey, $1.50 


The Monitor, San Francisco: ‘‘. . . it . 
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will be read more than once by all who 
make its acquaintance .. . one of the rare 
books that can be recommended for all 
ages.’’ 

R. R. Lakas, 8.J., ‘‘. . . beautiful; thought- 
provoking . .. for all lovers of beauty in 
words. ’’ 

The New York Times: ‘‘There will be 
longer books published this season, none 
that say more’’ 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
The Seven Storey Mountain 

Thomas Merton Harcourt, $3.00 
The Chicago Tribune: ‘* When an experience 
so revolutionary is described by a man who 
has actually undergone it . . . the result is 
bound to be something of intense interest 
and timeless value. . .’’ 


Carmelite 


The Spiritual Doctrine of 
Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity 
M. M. Philipon, O.P. (tr. a Benedictine) 
Newman, $3.75 
Blackfriars: ‘‘Sister Elizabeth ... a 
Carmelite contemporary of St. Therese of 
Lisieux, has found in Father Philipon an 
interpreter who has related her spiritual 
doctrine to the theological sources on which 
it so triumphantly rests. . .’’ 


The Struggle Behind the Iron Curtain 

Ferene Nagy Maemillan, $6.00 
The former premier reveals how Communists 
converted Hungary into a Soviet Satellite. 


Good Stories 

Tales My Father Told 

Agnes Campbell Whittlesey, $2.00 
Margaret Barrington in The Commonweal: 
‘*. . . Though these tales are not folklore 
in the antiquarian sense, they are the 
‘little stories’ told generation after gen- 
eration to Irish children . . . gentle, humor- 
ous, often pathetic, suitable for the ears 
of the very young. Yet never boring for the 
eos: .."" 


Gay Absurdities 

That's Me All Over 

Cornelia Otis Skinner Dodd, $3.50 
Readers who get fun out of absurdities 
will enjoy this assemblage of nonsense. 

Some of these pieces are out of date, but 
others are timeless. All are reflections of 
a gay and charming personality. 


Inexcusable 

This Very Earth 

Erskine Caldwell Duell, $2.78 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . morbid, frustrating 
. . . lacking even the earthy humor of its 
predecessors . . . lint-heads and _ hillbillies 
lope across the pages of whatever he 
writes. . . Social significance, if any, is 
lost in interminable conversations and 
soundings off. . . 

DIS 
(One of the most obnoxious of Caldwell’s 
books has more than 5 million copies in 
print, and all his books total more than 
14 millions. They are amony wne worst in 
print). 


Thunder in the Mountains 

Hilda Mary Hooke Oxford, $2.50 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . Like Longfellow, 
she has developed an overwhelming interest 
in the philosophy and mythology of the Obi- 


228 


jwa ... she narrates the legends of the 
early inhabitants discusses the en- 
grossing myths of the Big Men of the 
tribes. . °° 

A—HS—F 


Brooklyn “Tree” 
Tomorrow Will Be Better 
Betty Smith Harper, $3.00 
Extension: ‘‘. . . a good example of the 
insidious Betty Smith (herself divorced and 
remarried) loves to portray Catholic char- 
acters and then have them thinking and 
acting as Catholics should not act and 
think. . . 
. . for the uninitiate . . . wholly ob- 
jectionable . . for those with their guard 
up, objectionable in part’’ 


A Treasury of Russian Spirituality 

ed. G. P. Fedotov S & W, $6.50 
The Sign: ‘*. . . the anthology, in its con- 
cern with ordinary ways of prayer rather 
than the mystical, makes selection from 
recognized spiritual writers of the Orthodox 
Church (schismatie since 1054) .. .’’ 

A-—F(WR) 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Vision of Fatima 
Thomas McGlynn, O.P. LB, $2.50 
Boniface Buckley, CP., in The Sign: ‘‘. . 
a very valuable supplement and corrective 
of previous books on Fatima. . . 
‘*. . . Highly recommended. . .’’ 
Dr. Paul M. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘... 
stands out for its wealth of fresh and in- 
teresting detail . . . clears up some obscure 
points concerning the revelations. . .’’ 


Learn to Pray 

Walking With God 

Mian J. Healy, O.Carm. MmMullen, $1.6% 
Written for the layman, to help him to 
pray better, Father Healy gives practical 
suggestions as to how we can acquire an 
intimate personal friendship with God. 

Recommended for Lenten reading — High 
School and up. 


Foreign Policy 
The War We Lost 
Constantin Fotitch Viking, $3.50 
How Roosevelt’s ‘‘opportunism’’ and the 
denseness of the Allies led to the shift 
from Mihailovie to Tito. The author is 
anti-Croat. 


We're All in It 

Eric Johnston Dutton, $2.75 
Charles P. Bruderle in The Sign: ‘‘... 
outspoken book on American foreign policy 

. either we will lead the world to peace 
and prevent another major depression or 
we will meet defeat and suffer the loss of 
freedom. . .’’ 

‘*. , . ‘Yankee imperialism’ must give 
way to ‘partnership capitalism’: American 
private capital and productive skill in busi- 
ness on a partnership basis with the na- 
tionals of other countries. . .’’ 

‘*. . . The battleground for the new 
world of today ... is at the worker level.’’ 


Problem Child 
The West at Bay 
Barbara Ward Norton, $3.50 
Western Europe has become one of the 
world’s most distressed areas — one of its 
problem children. The decline and fall of 


Roman civilization took centuries. It ig oj, 
seventy years since Western Europe wag x 
its apex. Only the superficial student yj 
say that the war is a sufficient explanatin, 
for the present crisis. 

The whole world became involved in ty 
British experiment in industrialism, ), 
whole world will suffer from its coll 
without help from America, Western Ey 
will sink into chaos, and Russia yj 
dominate. 

Recommended to students of economi 
problems. 


Words Into Type 

Skillin and Gay Appleton, $5, 
C. G. Paulding in The Commonweal; “, 
a guide for writers, editors, proofreaden, 
printers . . . complete and useful. . .” 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
You Can Change the World 

James Keller, M.M. Longmans, $3, 
‘The ‘must’ book of 1948 with a simp 
formula for getting little people to do big 
things for Christ .. . to save America fron 
distraction,’’ says V. F. Kienberger, 0), 
in The New World, Chicago. 
Catholic Herald Citizen, Milwaukee: “,,, 
an intensely practical book written to shor 
how the world can be changed by ver 
ordinary people. . .’’ 


Political Pragmatism 
The Young Henry Adams 

Ernest Henry Adams Harvard, $4.) 
E. J. Drummond in America: ‘‘. . . shouli 
prove of some interest to the student o 
American ideas. It was during the yeas 
of The Young Henry Adams that moden 
political machines were being made, that 
the man of wealth was becoming a man of 
mighty power, that political action began ti 
seek openly pragmatic rather than ethic 
justification it is not completdy 
satisfactory. . .’’ 

The Young Lions 

Irwin Shaw Random, $3. 
Time: ‘‘The sad news is that he has failed; 
his novel is depressing evidence of hov 
hard it is for a writer to slough off yout 
ful habits. 

‘¢. . . What is worst about his writig 
is that he has uncertain taste; he neve 
knows when to stop .. . a good callous 
editor would have helped Shaw a lot.” 

A—DM 


Young Mr. Newman 

Masie Ward S & W, #il 
Emmet Lavery in The Commonweal: “..: 
a superb piece of objective biography, § 
worthy companion piece to her father 
definitive work on the same subject .--! 
work of loving care. . . To read it is ti 
warm one’s heart again at a great fire 

A—REC—REV (p. 143) 


Republished 

Father DeSmet: Pioneer Priest 
of the Rockies 

Helene Magaret Bruce, $4.1 
First published in 1940 at $3.00; 
terpretive biogaphy of Jesuit missio 
ary to the Northwest. Distinguishél 
by brilliant pictorial writing * 
memorable insights into the missidl 
ary soul. 
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(By Father Vann) 
















jwake in Heaven 2.50 
the Divine Pity 2.75 
fre & the Gryphon 1.50 
the Heart of Man 2.25 
fis Will Is Our Peace 1.25 
the Pain of Christ 1.00 
the Two Trees (coming) about .75 
(By Father Leen) 
the Holy Ghost 3.00 
In the Likeness of Christ 3.00 
progress Through Mental Prayer 3.00 
The True Vine & Its Branches 2.50 
(By Father Plus) 
(hrist in Our Brethren 2.00 
Dust, Remember Thou Art Splendour 1.00 
God Within Us 2.75 
In Christ Jesus 2.50 
Progress in Divine Union 1.50 
hadiating Christ 1.25 





(By Archbishop Goodier) 
the Crown of Sorrows 1.25 
Introduction to the Study of Ascetical & 
Mystical Theology 3.00 
The Life That Is Light, 3 Vol. in one 4.50 










The Meaning of Life 1.25 
The Prince of Peace 1.25 
Saints for Sinners 1.50 
The School of Love 1.50 







Abandonment to Divine Providence 

1. P. de Caussade, S.J. 4.75 
Theology of Hope; from 10th French ed. 
Al You Who Are Burdened 















Martin J. Scott, S.J. 65e - 2.00 
Reasonable and consoling. 
(THE ANGELS) 

Qu Friends and Foes 
P. A. Houck 1.50 
Speaking of Angels 
Dwid P. MeAstocker 2.25 
Autobiography of St. Theresa of the 

Jesus 
Origin of the ‘‘little way’’. 3.75 





%. Bernard on the Love of God 







Allocution of great Cistercian. 1.50 
Between Ourselves 
Aloysius Roche, S.J. 2.00 





Beguiline Irish way to this. 

Blessed Are They That Hunger 

Kichard Graef, C.S.Sp. 

Corporal works of mercy. 

Cristian Perfection & Contemplation 

Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 3.50 

Important for firm foundations. 

Come, Follow Me! 

3. PF. Marcetteau, S.S. Vol. I, $2.50, 
Vol. IT, $3.50; both, $5.75 

Meditations based on ‘‘Imitation.’’ 

Comforting of Christ 

(aryl Houselander 2.50 

Peaeetime version ‘‘This War Is the 

Passion? ’, 

Companion to Spir. Exercises of 

8 Ignatius 

Aloysius Ambruzzi, S.J. 3.00 

For Ignatian retreatants; 3rd ed. rev. 

t ve Love 

‘C. Martindale, S.J. 

Holy Week readings. 





2.00 

















1.00 
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SPIRITUAL REFERENCE LIST 


ping @ group of accessible, relatively non-technical selections from the library of spiritual 
iterature. Excluded from this list are most titles that have appeared or will appear in other 
jibliographies in this series—e.g., works on Christ, on the Blessed Virgin, on the saints, the 
posary, Fatima, all of which are in print; and works more specifically for Priests and Re- 
jgious, works on liturgy, apologetics, and other topics scheduled for future issues. No layman 
iould map out a spiritual reading program without consulting his confessor or spiritual 


The Devout Life 
tr. Alban White 
St. Francis de Sales streamlined. 


Dialogues of St. Catherine of Siena 
Dazzling private revelations. 2.75 


Divine Crucible of Purgatory 


2.00 


Mother M. St. Austin 2.25 
Corrects fallacious thinking. 

Dominican Life 

F. P. Joret, O.P. 3.00 


Excellent commentary on Dominican Rule. 
The Everyday Catholic 
Martin Harrison, O.P. 

Eminently practical & readable. 
Everyday Talks for Everyday People 
Cyprian Truss, O.F.M. Cap. 2.75 

Down-to-earth discourses. 

The Faith in Practice 
Philip Hughes (Fall, 1948) 

U. S. reprint that promises much. 
Fear and Religion 
Aloysius Roche, S.J. 

Shows un-necessity of anxiety. 
The Following of Christ 
Gerald Groote 

American Press Version. 

God the Father 
Emile Guerry 

Meditations on forgotten First Person. 
God’s Own Method 
Aloysius McDonough, C.P. 2.00 

Shows logic of Divine Economy. 


God’s Way of Mercy 


2.25 


1.50 


Vincent McNabb, O.P. 1.75 
Thoughts of great spiritual master. 

He Cometh 

Wm. J. McGarry, S.J. 3.50 


Liturgical meditations esp. for Advent. 
Heliotropium 


Jeremiah Drexelius 3.00 
Favorite standard work. 

Heads Above the Stars 

Giles Staab, O.F.M.Cap. 2.00 
Cheering colloquial essays. 

Holiness for All 

Norbert Robichaud 1.50 


Some sure short-cuts. 

(ON THE HOLY GHOST) 
Abiding Presence of the Holy Ghost 
Bede Jarrett, O.P. aa 
The Consoler 
David P. McAstocker, S.J. 
Discourses on the Holy Ghost 
Further Discourses on the Holy Ghost 
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1.75 


ed. L. M. Dooley, 8.V.D. ea., 2.50 

The Holy Ghost 

Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. 3.00 

Life with the Holy Ghost 

Hugh F. Blunt 1.75 

House of Gold 

Bede Jarrett, O.P. 2.50 
Lenten meditations. 

Humility of Heart 

Cajetan de Bergamo, O.F.M.Cap. 2.50 


On ‘‘the groundwork of the virtues’’. 
Ignatian Meditation Series 
J. E. Moffatt, S.J. 
Companion of the Crucified 
Knight of Christ 
Matters of Moment 


ea., 1.75 


The Imitation of Christ 
Thomas a Kempis 
Whitford-Klein ed. (definitive) Small 
ed. 1.50 & 5 (lea.) Library ed. 3.50. 
Brother Leo ed. 1.75 
Prayer-book style, with Challoner reflee- 
tions 3.75 (lea.) 
Prayer-book style without Challoner re- 
flections 1.75 (lea.) 
Prayer-book style, with Challoner reflee- 
tions, Lelen ed. 2.20 


Streamlined version 1.25, 1.75, 2.25 
In Spirit and In Truth 
Father Brice, C.P. 4.00 


Spirituality of St. Paul of the Cross. 
Introduction to the Devout Life 
St. Francis de Sales 

Indispensable. 
St. John of the Cross, Complete 


Works of 

tr. & ed. E. Allison Peers 3 Vol., 15.00 
At onee scholarly & idiomatie rendering. 

Journey in the Night 25 

Father Brice, C.P. 2.75 
Spirituality of St. John of the Cross. 

Lent 

Conrad Pepler, O.P. 4.00 
Liturgical meditations by Blackfriars 
editor. 

Life Abundant 


A, A. Arami 3.00 
Easy essay on sanctifying grace. 

Life & Kingdom of Jesus in 

Christian Souls 

St. John Eudes 3.00 


The indwelling of Christ; a masterpiece. 


Little Book of Humility & Patience 
W. B. Ullathorne, O.S.B. 1.50 
Sensible, helpful; by Australian bishop. 


The Little Virtues 

David P. McAstocker, S.J. 
Simple, pointed homilies. 

The Love of God 

Dom Aelred Graham, 0.S.B. 2.7: 
Popular treatment of profound theme. 

The Love of God and the Cross of Jesus 

Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 4.00 
Difficult study of great depth. 

Marvels of Grace 


1.75 


Victor Many, S.S. 1.75 
Important elementary discussion. 

Meditations for Everyday 

Based on St. Thomas Aquinas, ed. 

ed. E. C. McEniry, O.P. 3.25 


Increasingly popular & effective. 


Meditations for Everyman 
Joseph McSorley, C.S.P. 
Vol. I, 2.50; Vol. II, 2.75 

Arranged around liturgical cycle. 
Meditations for Layfolk 
Bede Jarrett, O.P. 

As amiable yet firm as their author. 
Meditations on Christian Dogma 
James Bellord 2 Vol., 7.50 

Noble old study just revived. 

Minute Meditations 
J. E. Moffatt, S.J. 7 Vol., ea. 1.00 

Plenty of content in little space. 
My Father’s Will 
F. J. McGarrigle, S.J. 2.75 

A ‘‘miracle’’ book on the Will of God. 


My God and My All 


3.00 


Ven. Leonard Lessius, S.J. 2.00 
On God’s attributes. 

No Other Way 

R. P. de la Chevasnerie, S.J. 2.25 


Some honest thoughts for retreatants. 


Paradise Hunters 
W. Kane, S.J. 3.00 
Man’s search for happiness. 
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Pardon and Peace 
Alfred Wilson, C.P. 

Sacrament of Penance elucidated. 
The Pater Noster of St. Teresa 
er. & ed. W. J. Doheny, C.S.C. 1.50 - 

From Way of Perfection. 

The Path of Humility 
Anon. 

Another keystone book. 

The Path of Love: Counsels of Fr. Page 
Gerald Fitzgerald, C.S.C. 2.00 
Preachment of love in homey letters. 
Practice of the Presence of God 
Bro. Lawrence of the Resurrection 

Small but potent. 

Preparation for Death 
St. Alphonsus de Liguori 
Old-style but perennial content. 


(ON PRAYER & MENTAL PRAYER) 
Difficulties in Mental Prayer 

Eugene Boylan, O.C.R. 

How to Meditate 

J. P. Roothaan, S.J. 

How to Pray Always 

How to Pray Well 


Raoul M. Plus, S.J. 

Lord, Teach Us to Pray 
Paul Claudel 

Prayer 

Alexis Carrel 

Prayer 

Thomas Verner Moore, O.S.B. 
Prayer and Intelligence 
Jacques § Raissa Maritain 
Prayer in a Modern Age 
J. A. Elbert, S.M. 

Primer of Prayer 

Joseph McSorley, C.S8.P. 
Progress Through Mental Prayer 
Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. 
Speaking of How to Pray 
Mary Perkins 

Thinking with God 

F. J. Lebuffe, S.J. 


The Quality of Mercy 
Hugh F. Blunt 

Corporal works in practice. 
Retreat with St. Therese 
Pere Liagre 

‘*Little way’’ meditations. 

(THE SACRED HEART) 
The Book of Infinite Love 
Mother Louise de la Touche 
The Heart Aflame 
Hugh F. Blunt 
The Love of the Sacred Heart 
L. M. Dooley, 8.V.D 2! 
Reflections on Litany of the Sacred 
Heart 
R. V. O’Connell, S.J. 1.00 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
St. John Eudes 2.00 
True Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
Croiset (Fall, 1948) 
(THE SICK) 

The Apostolate of Suffering 
Robert B. Eiten 2.00 
Happy Hours with Christ 
Clara M. Tiry 1.75 
The Joy of Sorrow 
David P. McAstocker, S.J. 2.50 
A Key to Happiness: The Art of 
Suffering 
Marguerite Duportal 
The School of Love 


The School of Repentance 


John A. Kane 
Two popular & helpful meditations. 
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Send Forth Thy Light 
Robert Nash, S.J. 2.00 
Stimulating outlines for mental prayer. 
Sinner’s Guide 
Louis of Granada, O.P. 3.00 
Englished by Fr. MeEniry, O.P. 
The Space of Life Between 
Bede Jarrett, O.P. 
Meditations for young men. 
Spiritual Combat 
Laurence Scupoli 
Basic work akin to a Kempis. 
Spiritual Conferences 
St. Francis de Sales 
The calm way to holiness. 
Spiritual Doctrine of 
Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity 
M. M. Philippon, O.P. 
Private inspirations young Carmelite. 
Spiritual Doctrine of Fr. Lallemant 
ed, Alan McDougall 3.00 
Introduction to great Jesuit. 
Spiritual Exercises 
St. Ignatius Loyola 
The Spiritual Life 
Adolphe Tanquerey, 8.8. 
Formidable plan for spirituality. 
Theophila Correspondence 
Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. 
Whatsoever He Shall Say ses 
25 
The Inside of the Cup - 
Pa) 
Reading Between the Lines cai 
oO 
Charming letters on prayer and sanctity. 
St. Teresa of Jesus (Avila), Complete 
Works of 
ed. E. Allison Peers 3 Vol., 
Definitive translation; a treasure. 
The Third Spiritual Alphabet 
Fray Francesco de Osuma 4.00 
The work that converted St. Teresa. 
The Three Ages of the Interior Life 
Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 
Vol. I, 5.00, Vol. II, 7.50 
Best guide to sanctification. 
Three Fundamental Principles of the 
Spiritual Life 
Moritz Meschler, S.J. 2.00 
Sound Ignatian pointers. 
The Light and Thy Truth 
Robert Nash, S.J. 2.50 
Companion to ‘‘Send Forth Thy Light.’’ 
Treatise on the Love of God 
St. Francis de Sales 2.50 
The title describes it. 
Treatise on Purgatory & the Dialogue 
St. Catherine of Genoa 2.00 
Striking inspired writing. 
The True Life 
Don Luigi Sturzo 3.00 
Profound study Christian spirituality. 
A Tryst with the Holy Trinity 
Frederick T. Hoeger, C.S.Sp. 
Easy, familiar meditations. 
The Veil Upon the Heart 
George Byrne, S.J. 
Sensible helps to prayer. 
The Virtue of Trust 
Paul de Jaegher, S.J. 
Explores love in Providence. 
The Way of Perfection 
St. Theresa of Jesus (Avila) 
Overpowering talks on sanctity. 
The Way of Salvation 
St. Alphonsus de Liguori 
A saint shows us how. 
The Way to God 
Winfred Herbst, S.C.8. 
Simple sermons for everyman. 


15.00 


Whisperings to God 

Stephen Sweeney, C.P. 10 
Ardent affective meditations. 

Whom Thou Seekest 

Anon. 9, 
Affective meditations of great beauty, 

The Wisdom of God 

Fidelis Rice, C.P. Li 
Defends man’s way of the cross. 

With the Help of Thy Grace 

J. V. Matthews, S.J. 1 
Small treatise on actual grace. 


On Catholic School Issues 
What! ... Public Funds for a 
Rev. John A. O’Brien, Ph.D. 
Ave Maria, li 
Why: The Catholic School? 
Rev. John A. O’Brien, Ph.D. OSV, 25 
No Wall Between God and the 


Child 
Arch. John T. MeNicholas, O.P. 
NCWO, Ite 





The Non-Sectarian Bus 


William E. McManus NCWO, ie 





Catholic Hour Reprints 


The Defenses of Peace 
Wilfrid Parsons, S.J. 
(Dee., ’47) 
The Family in Focus 
Joseph Manton, C.SS.R. 
(May, 47) 
America: Morality and the 
United Nations 
John M. McCarthy 
(April, ’47) 


NCWO, te 


NCWC, 2 


NCWC, 2th 





Hour of Faith Reprints 


Reaching the Hundred Million 
James Keller, M.M. NCWC, %& 
(Dee., ’47) 
The Miracles of Christ 
Rev. Edmond D. Benard 
(April, °47) 
Four Men and The Man 
Rev. Thomas E. O’Connell 
(’47) NCWO, tke 
The Five Unknown Sacraments 


Msgr. Arthur J. Sawkins 
(Mar., ’47) NCW(, 2k 


NCWC, 20: 





One Inch of Splendor 
Sr. Rosalia $1.0 


Account of how Maryknoll Sister 
make converts in China. 
Our Neighbors the Chinese 
Our Neighbors the Japanese 
Our Neighbors the Koreans 


Our Neighbors of the Andes 
All by Sr. David 50e e& 


Illustrated studies for class-room pr 
jects or private reading. 


Another Two Hundred 
Sermon Notes 


F. H. Drinkwater Kenedy, #2 
Useful seminal outlines. 


Books on Tals! Hila 
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IC, 20h 
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Ce 
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$1.00 
isters 


ie 
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$4.25 











just Published 


NAZARETH 


A Book of Counsel and Prayer for 
the Married 

Revised by M. 8S. MacMahon, V. F. 
Ideal manual and prayer book directed 
to all young wives end mothers for 
guidance throughout married life. Its 
aim is to Christianize daily living. 


$2.50 


THE LORD IS MY JOY 

Paul de Jaegher, S.J. 
A methodical description of the higher 
joys of love that reward the soul 
which is in union with God. Father 
de Jaegher, author of ONE WITH 
JESUS writes with contagious exu- 
berance. February selection of Spir- 
itual Book Associates. 


$2.50 


THE SPIRITUAL AENEID 
Msgr. R. A. Knox 


Conversion story of England’s re- 
nowned litterateur. Msgr. Knox uses 
the age-old story of Aeneas to de- 
wribe his own meanderings upon 
Anglican seas to the port of Rome. 
Cloth $3.00 Paper $1.00 


HIDDEN FIELDS 
Sr. M. Rosalia 


This is the first published sketch of 
the life of Mother M. Demetrias, 
foundress of the Mission Helpers of 
the Sacred Heart, an order established 
in 1890 and devoted to catechetical 


work, 
$1.50 


CANONICAL LEGISLATION 
CONCERNING RELIGIOUS 


An English translation of all canons 
of the Code pertaining to religious. 
$.75 


FIRST STEPS IN THE 
RELIGIOUS LIFE 


A Planned series of instructions 
on the Religious Life 
Bernard J. Kelly, C.8.Sp., D.D. 


Points of theoretical and practical im- 
portance frequently missed in books on 
the religious life. Addressed to novices 
but of great value to all. 

$2.50 


® 
At your bookstore or from 
THE NEWMAN PRESS 


Catholic Publishers 
WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 








Help Your Parents 


Your Part in Your Child’s 
Education 
Bess B. Lane 
A handbook for 
organizations; both practical and 
inspirational. Covers everything, 
from the first idea of harnessing 
parent-power in a_ school district, 
through committees, initial meetings, 
inevitable difficulties and antagonisms 
and lethargies; exactly what jobs can 
be done and how; what things par- 
ents could and should interest them- 
selves in; leadership technic; and 
many other practical considerations. 
Easy to read because the material is 
so well-ordered, in lists and categories 
and more lists. Should be a valuable 
addition to the working-tools of any 
parent group. Catholic school groups 
will find in it helpful ideas on organ- 
izing, procedure, goals (including 
money-making!) and how to achieve 
them. The author admits no limits 
to the power of parents in a com- 
munity. 
—Teresa Sweetser Preston 


Dutton, $2.50 
parent - teacher 


* * * 


| VOCATION 
BARGAIN 


We are moving to new quar- 
ters and offer our stock of 


FOLLOW ME 


at close-out bargain prices. We 
have sold 150,000 of these vo- 
cational pamphlets with great 
satisfaction. List price, 15¢. 

* 


FOR IMMEDIATE SALE: 
25 copies for 
100 copies for 


500 copies for 








1000 copies for 


First Come—First Served 
e 


Thomas More Book Shop 








220 W. Madison Street 
CHICAGO 6 





How a courageous 
soldier of God 
waged secret war 
against atheism in 
Russia’s Europe 


GOD'S 
UNDER- 
GROUND 


By FATHER GEORGE 
as told to GRETA PALMER 


@ Here is an adventurous story, 
an important book full of start- 
ling revelations. 
@The devoted priest who signs 
himself ‘‘Father George’’ has 
fought the powers of atheism 
since, as a pastor in Yugoslavia, 
he helped Jewish refugees from 
Hitler’s persecution. 
@ When the Nazis invaded his 
homeland he was a marked man. 
He lived in the forest, in peas- 
ants’ huts, fought with the 
Partisan bands — and always 
kept up his work as a priest, 
bringing religion secretly to 
the people. 
@ Finally he was able to enter 
the Soviet Union, and in this 
book he tells what he found 
there — how the ancient faith 
is still being kept alive, how 
the revolt against official 
atheism and Communism is 
growing. 
@ His factual story is packed 
with excitement and narrow 
escapes from detection and 
death. What it implies about 
the future of Russia and the 
world is of great importance. 
at all bookstores . . . $3.00 


APPLETON - CENTURY - CROFTS, Inc. 
35 W. 32nd St., New York 1 
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FEBRUARY SELECTIONS 











THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Two Books Certain to Make News and Excite Controversy 


God’s Underground 


By Father George & Gretta Palmer 


This is the incredible but true story of a Croat 
priest who spent 18 months incognito as an officer 
attached to the Red Army,—six of these travelling 
inside Russia itself. Timely as the latest news flash, 
filled with all the thrilis and suspense of a Hitch- 
cock thriller, revealing as the contents of a diplo- 
matic pouch! As Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen (who 
has written the preface and vouches for the authen- 
ticity of the author) proclaims, “. .. so vivid, so 
touching, it will be very new and intensely interest- 
ing to the vast majority of readers.” 


$3.00 


Nineteen Stories 


By Graham Greene 


A collection of short stories that is typically 
Greene, and a display of Greene’s many-faceted talent, 
this is certain to arouse Greene advocates to en- 
thusiasm. These 19 stories have the taste of the 
unusual which readers of The Power and the Glory 
and Brighton Rock automatically identify with 
Greene’s name. The stories are always adult, some 
times rich with sophisticated humor, sometimes 
piercingly thoughtful. They deal with children, 
priests, murderers, prostitutes — and cover ground 
from London to Liberia. 


$2.50 


BOTH SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS OF THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB FOR 


only $4.12 





—_ SS LS LY STS 


THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, IIl. 


Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. 
The purchase of four books qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance 
Descriptions of all Selections, and I may reject any of the books offered, so long as I buy four in a 

















year. 

START my membership by sending both February books__. God’s Underground ___. 
Nineteen Stories | 
NAME a 
ST. & NO. CITY ZONE___ STATE___— 
AGE (if a minor) OCCUPATION — 


IF AN INSTITUTION, GIVE NAME HERE 
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Booxs on Trial 
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BOOKS 


IN TRIAL 
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MONSIGNOR SHEEN LISTS 
LENTEN BOOKS. . p. 267 


OLD TESTAMENT TEXTS 
COMPARED .. ... p.248 


SOME OLD HISTORY FOR 
NEW FRIENDS . . . p. 252 


LATEST JUVENILE BOOKS 
REVIEWED ..... p. 260 


MARCH, 1949 

















The NEW Books On Trial The NEW Books On Trial 


To be informed about new books 


To know the best and avoid the 
worst For education 


To keep abreast of literary contro- 
versies 


For enjoyment 














For stimulation 











The NEW Books On Trial 


UE You have a treat in store for you Uy 


You won’‘t want to miss an issue 


You can subscribe for $4.00 a year 














Books on Trial, 220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Ill. 


Enter my subscription to BOOKS ON TRIAL for 

















C] 1 year, $4.00 oO 2 years, $6.00 
NAME =i fre 
ADDRESS — 
CITY | ZONE___ STATE 


> Sens 





BS, 


234 Books ON 








